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Book:
Theme:

Matthew
King

Information:
What do you get when you combine a “mat” and a “U?” That’s right—Matthew! And this welcome mat
leads you directly to a king, the Keyword of Matthew, since this book presents Christ as King. Matthew,
a Jewish tax collector, becomes a disciple of Jesus, the Jewish Messiah, and ultimately writes a book
to His fellow Jews to prove Jesus’ kingship. This most “Jewish” of the four Gospels sets out to establish
the identity and authenticity of Jesus’ claims to Messiahship. Through liberal quotations from the Old
Testament prophets concerning the birth of Messiah, and a presentation of a genealogy linking Jesus with
the Davidic throne, Matthew convincingly places Christ squarely in the context of Israel’s history—the
King of Kings! He then charts Jesus’ miracles, discourses, and parables. Moving beyond Israel to all
mankind with the Gospel, Matthew concludes with the familiar Great Commission (28:19–20).

Matthew

Jesus is
the
King of Kings

AUTHOR

KEY VERSES

Matthew, also known as Levi
Matthew 9:9-13, 10:3; Acts 1:13-14

Matthew 1:1
The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of
David, the son of Abraham,

DATE
44-50 AD

ADDRESS
Written with a distinct Jewish ﬂavor

PLACE WRITTEN
Jerusalem or Antioch of Syria

OCCASION
First of the Gospels to be written

MAIN PURPOSE
-Served as a link between OT and NT
-It was to connect the memories of the reader with their
hopes for the future
-It was to show that the Lord of the Christian and the
Messiah is the same person

OUTLINE
I.

Presentation of the King (1-2)
A. Begets 1:1-17
B. Birth 1:18-25
1. Jesus Means Jehovah is Salvation
C. Baby 2:1-23
II.
Preparations of the King (3-4:11)
A. John the Baptist Preaching 3:1-12
B. Jesus Baptism 3:13-17
1. First Picture of Trinity in NT
C. Jesus’s Temptation 4:1-11
III.
Proclamation of the King (4:12-16:20)
Matthew 4:17
From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.
IV.
Passion (Suﬀering) of the King (16:21-27:66)
Matthew 16:21
From that time forth began Jesus to show unto his disciples, how
that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suﬀer many things of the elders
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the
third day.
V.
Power of the King (28:1-20)
Matthew 28:18
And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given
unto me in heaven and in earth.

Matthew 1:21
And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call
his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from
their sins.

DISTINCTIVE POINTS
Matthew 2:2
Jesus is called the King of Kings
Matthew 28:18-20
Recognized as the most outstanding record of the
Great Commission

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
KING OF KINGS
FULFILLED
RIGHTEOUS is used more times in Matthew than in
any other gospel record

OTHER REMARKS
Key sections
Beatitudes
Peter’s Confession
Great Commission

5:3-12
16:13-30
28:18-20

Special event and Teachings
Fifteen Parables (ten peculiar to Matthew)
Twenty Miracles (three peculiar to Matthew)
Great Sermons of Jesus Christ
(Three of His four greatest sermons are found in
Matthew)
Sermon on the Mount
5-7
Parables of the Kingdom
13
Olivet Discourse
24-25
(See additional info. sheets on each sermon)

Summary Statements about Matthew
www.GotQuestions.org
Author:
This gospel is known as the Gospel of Matthew because it was written by the apostle of the same name.
The style of the book is exactly what would be expected of a man who was once a tax collector. Matthew
has a keen interest in accounting (18:23-24; 25:14-15). The book is very orderly and concise. Rather than
write in chronological order, Matthew arranges this Gospel through six discussions.
As a tax collector, Matthew possessed a skill that makes his writing all the more exciting for Christians. Tax
collectors were expected to be able to write in a form of shorthand, which essentially meant that Matthew
could record a person’s words as they spoke, word for word. This ability means that the words of Matthew
are not only inspired by the Holy Spirit, but should represent an actual transcript of some of Christ’s
sermons. For example, the Sermon on the Mount, as recorded in chapters 5-7, is almost certainly a perfect
recording of that great message.

Date of Writing:
As an apostle, he wrote in early period of church, probably around 50 AD, a time when most Christians
were Jewish converts, so Matthew’s focus on Jewish perspective in this gospel is understandable.

Purpose of Writing:
He intends to prove to Jews that Christ is the promised Messiah. More than any other gospel, he quotes
the OT to show how Jesus fulﬁlled the words of Jewish prophets. Matthew describes in detail the lineage of
Jesus from David, and uses many forms of speech that Jews would have been comfortable with. Matthew’s
love and concern for his people is apparent through his meticulous approach to telling the gospel story.

Key Verses:
Matthew 5:17
Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulﬁl.
Matthew 5:43-44
Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto
you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which
despitefully use you, and persecute you;
Matthew 6:9-13
After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
Matthew 16:26
For what is a man proﬁted, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give
in exchange for his soul?
Matthew 22:37-40
Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind. This is the ﬁrst and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

Matthew 27:31
And after that they had mocked him, they took the robe oﬀ from him, and put his own raiment on him, and
led him away to crucify him.
Matthew 28:5-6
And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was
cruciﬁed. He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
Matthew 28:19-20
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

Brief Summary:
Matthew discusses the lineage, birth, and early life of Christ in the ﬁrst two chapters. From there, the book
discusses the ministry of Jesus. The descriptions of Christ’s teachings are arranged around “discourses”
such as the Sermon on the Mount in chapters 5 through 7. Chapter 10 involves the mission and purpose
of the disciples; chapter 13 is a collection of parables; chapter 18 discusses the church; chapter 23 begins
a discourse about hypocrisy and the future. Chapters 21 through 27 discuss the arrest, torture, and
execution of Jesus. The ﬁnal chapter describes the Resurrection and the Great Commission.

Connections:
Because Matthew’s purpose is to present Jesus Christ as King and Messiah of Israel, he quotes from OT
more than any of the other three gospel writers. Matthew quotes more than 60 times from prophetic
passages of the Old Testament, demonstrating how Jesus has fulﬁlled them. He begins his gospel with the
genealogy of Jesus, tracing Him back to Abraham, the progenitor of the Jews. From there, Matthew quotes
extensively from the prophets, frequently using the phrase “as was spoken through the prophet(s)” (Mat
1:22-23, 2:5-6, 2:15, 4:13-16, 8:16-17, 13:35, 21:4-5). These verses refer to the Old Testament prophecies
of His virgin birth (Isa 7:14) in Bethlehem (Mic 5:2), His return from Egypt after the death of Herod (Hos
11:1), His ministry to the Gentiles (Isa 9:1-2; 60:1-3), His miraculous healings of both body and soul (Isa
53:4), His speaking in parables (Psalm 78:2), and His triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Zech 9:9).

Practical Application:
The Gospel of Matthew is an excellent introduction to the core teachings of Christianity. The logical
outline style makes it easy to locate discussions of various topics. Matthew is especially useful for
understanding how the life of Christ was the fulﬁllment of the Old Testament prophecies.
Matthew’s intended audience was his fellow Jews, many of whom—especially the Pharisees and
Sadducees—stubbornly refused to accept Jesus as their Messiah. In spite of centuries of reading and
studying the Old Testament, their eyes were blinded to the truth of who Jesus was. Jesus rebuked them for
their hard hearts and their refusal to recognize the One they had supposedly been waiting for (John 5:3840). They wanted a Messiah on their own terms, one who would fulﬁll their own desires and do what they
wanted Him to do. How often do we seek God on our own terms? Don’t we reject Him by ascribing to Him
only those attributes we ﬁnd acceptable, the ones that make us feel good—His love, mercy, grace—while
we reject those we ﬁnd objectionable—His wrath, justice, and holy anger? We dare not make the mistake
of the Pharisees, creating God in our own image and then expecting Him to live up to our standards.
Such a god is nothing more than an idol. The Bible gives us more than enough information about the true
nature and identity of God and Jesus Christ to warrant our worship and our obedience.

Notes

Book:
Theme:

Mark
Servant

Information
From now on, when you read the book of Mark, you’ll picture a giant “M Ark!” And what is the waiter
doing with the tray? Why, he’s “serving an ant!” “Serve Ant” will remind you of the Keyword for Mark—
Servant. In this gospel account, Mark portrays Christ as the Servant of God. Mark is the Gospel which tells
the most brief and to-the-point story of the life of Christ. Adding little embellishment of his own, Mark
focuses on the acts of Christ as a servant of man. Mark’s probable close association with the apostle Peter
lends authority to his record. This gospel’s characteristic word is “immediately,” showing Mark’s view of
Christ as one who came to do the Father’s will, staying focused on His mission throughout His life. A well
known verse in this Gospel says that Jesus did not come to be served, but to serve (10:45). Faithful to this
theme throughout the book, Mark presents Jesus serving the disciples even after His resurrection (16:20)!

Mark
AUTHOR
John Mark, cousin of Barnabas (Col 4:10)
Mother’s name was Mary (Acts 12:12-17). Probably the
unnamed man of Mark 14:51.
DATE
Around 68 AD
Next to last gospel record written
ADDRESS
No speciﬁc addresses but with a Roman ﬂavor
PLACE WRITTEN
Possibly Antioch; Probably Rome
OCCASION
1. Peter is the Informer
2. Mark is the Writer
3. God is the Inspirer
MAIN PURPOSE
Romans were doers and not necessarily thinkers and
philosphers. It was to stress Christ’s actions more than his
teachings. Romans were very pragmatic (the what’s and the
why’s). Mark wanted to write a gospel that worked.

OUTLINE
I.
Jesus the Revealer (1:1-8:27)
A. Through His Service
1. Ministry
2. Miracles
II.

Jesus the Redeemer (8:31-15:37)
A. Through His Sacriﬁce
1. Suﬀering
2. Surrender

III.

Jesus the Resurrected (16)
A. Through His Sightings
1. Tomb (v1-8)
2. Countryside (v9-12)
3. Dinner (v13-14)
4. Ascension (v19-20)

Jesus the
Immediate
Servant
KEY VERSES
Mark 10:45
For even the Son of Man came not to be
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his
life a ransom for many.

DISTINCTIVE POINTS
1. Mark is a condensed form of a story that was
repeated in other gospels.
2. Of the records, it is the shortest.
3. Mark excludes the Nativity and genealogy of
Christ.

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
1. Straightway or Immediately
2. Quickly
3. And (most used word)
4. Servant or Service (the Roman mind was
concerned with what’s in it for me...)

OTHER REMARKS
Many Miracles Accentuate His Power
1. Power over nature (4:35-41)
2. Power over disease (5:25-34)
3. Power over spirits (5:1-20)
4. Power over death (5:21-24, 35-43)
5. Power to restrict power (6:1-6a)
6. Power was delegated (6:7-13; Matt 10:1-8)
7. Power was recognized (6:14-29)
8. Power at rest (6:30-32)

Notes

Book:
Theme:

Luke
Perfect Man

Information
What’s the doctor in this cartoon doing? He’s looking “LUKEing!”—at a man who is receiving “perfect
10s” from a crowd of judges representing all the world’s people. In the gospel of Luke, Christ is presented
as the Perfect Man, able to save any and all who trust in Him. So when you think of Luke, remember the
author is “LUKEing” at a Perfect Man, the Keyword of this book. Luke, a Gentile doctor, writes his gospel
based on his own thorough study of the facts surrounding Christ’s life (1:1–4). It is the longest of the
four Gospels. The genealogy of Christ which Luke gives traces His lineage beyond David, former king of
Israel, all the way back to Adam, the ﬁrst perfect man. Christ, for Luke’s readers, becomes the Savior of
all mankind, Jew and Gentile alike. Luke uses the term “Son of Man” to describe the Perfect Man, Jesus
Christ. Luke continues his story of Jesus’ mission to save lost mankind by authoring the Book of Acts.

Luke
AUTHOR
Luke, the Beloved Physician (Col 4:10)
As a highly educated doctor, Luke was bilingual, if not multilingual. As Paul’s personal friend, he accompanied him
for the majority of his missionary travels. He understood
the Greek mind with its love for philosophy, a good story,
names, dates and places. It is not an accident that God in His
wisdom singled Luke out to write this gospel and Acts.

DATE
Around 60 AD

ADDRESS
Theophilus - beloved of God

Jesus is
the
Son of Man
KEY VERSES
Luke 19:10
For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save
that which was lost
DISTINCTIVE POINTS
1. Luke is considered a literary masterpiece.
2. The style and format are unequaled in the NT
3. It is the longest book of the NT
4. Has most details of dates, locations, & people
5. Thirty-ﬁve miracles (19 found only here)
6. Twenty parables (6 found only here)
7. Greatest passage on Hell (Luke 16:19-31)

PLACE WRITTEN
Probably Rome

OCCASION
For the highly educated, whatever their culture, Luke wrote
in a way that people who gloriﬁed wisdom could not ﬁnd
fault with content and order.

MAIN PURPOSE
Luke 1:1-4 - to give exact truth and perfect order

OUTLINE
I.
Preparation (1:1-4:13)
A. Birth of John the Baptist and Jesus (1-2)
B. John’s Preaching and Christ’s Genealogy (3)
C. Temptation of Christ (4:1-13)
II.

Identiﬁcation (4:14-9:50)
A. The Son of Man is the Son of God
B. Miracles abound

III.

Instruction (9:51-19:27)
A. Parables abound

IV.

Sacriﬁce (19:28-24:53)
A. Last Messages (19-21)
B. Great Sacriﬁce (22-23)
C. Grand Miracle (24)

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
1. Son of Man - 25 times
2. All the people
3. It begins and ends with praise and worship
KEY PASSAGE
Luke 24:25-27; 44-45

OTHER REMARKS
1. Emph. universality of salvation (3:6, 24:29, 47)
2. Most familiar Christmas story is found in Lk 2
3. Only genealogy traced to Adam. Lk 3:23-38
4. Luke is referred to as “the last of the Hebrew
Psalms,” and “the ﬁrst of the Christian Hymns.”
There are ﬁve:
a. Angel’s visit for Mary 1:28-33
b. Mary’s song of praise 1:46-55
c. Zacharias’ song 1:67-79
d. Angel’s announcement 2:10-14
e. Simon’s praise of Jesus in temple 2:28-32

Gospel of Luke

Written to the Greeks…
Distinguishing points from the other synoptic Gospels:
1. A formal preface and statement of purpose (1:1-4)
2. Narrative about the parents of John the Baptist (1:5-25, 57-80)
3. Jesus at 12 in the Temple (2:41-52)
4. Genealogy of Mary’s lineage (3:23-38)
5. Scripture reading in Nazareth (4:16-30)
6. Raising the widow’s son (7:11-17)
7. Friend asking help at night (11:5-10)
8. Healing crippled woman on Sabbath (13:10-17)
9. Parable of the lost sheep, lost coin, and lost son (15)
10. Lazarus and the rich man (16:19-31)
Themes supporting Luke’s purpose
1. The Holy Spirit (mentioned in Luke more than Matt and Mark combined)
2. Prayer
3. Women being used of God
4. Jesus as Friend of sinners
5. Jesus as Saviour of the World
Highlights from the Good Samaritan
1. Ethical Complexities for Priest and Levite
a. If they touch a corpse, they will not be able to fulﬁll their Temple duties
b. They don’t know if he is dead or alive
c. Keeping the Law means ignoring the claim of a person in need
2.

Moral Complexities
a. A Neighbor doesn’t necessarily belong to your own race or religion
b. Here, a “heretic” was fulﬁlling the law better than the priest or Levite
c. The Levite’s adherence to the Law was the barrier that prevented him from observing pure
religion: loving his neighbor as his self.

Why were no gospel records written sooner? Here are ﬁve suggested reasons:
1. The early disciples expected Jesus to return immediately.
2. The main facts of Christ’s life was common knowledge to those around Palestine.
3. The eye-witnesses were starting to die.
4. There were some competing stories about Jesus that were not accurate.
5. Believers were suﬀering for Christ under Roman persecution and needed a record of Jesus’s
faithfulness in suﬀering for them to give them courage and strength.

The above chart shows the literary relationship between the synoptic gospels. Synoptic is a term that refers
to the fact that Matthew, Mark, and Luke tend to “see” many of the same events “synonymously.”
76% of Mark is reproduced almost word-for-word in both Matthew and Luke. An additional 18% of Mark
is reproduced in Matthew but not in Luke, and an further 3% of Mark is in Luke but not in Matthew. This
means that 97% of Mark is reproduced in Matthew and/or Luke. Only 3% of Mark’s material is unique to
Mark and not found in Matthew or Luke.
Matthew contains 606 of Mark’s 661 verses. Luke contains 320 of Mark’s 661 verses. Of the 55 verses of
Mark which Matthew does not reproduce, Luke reproduces 31; therefore there are only 24 verses in all of
Mark not reproduced somewhere in Matthew or Luke.
The chart also shows that 23% of Luke is word-for-word identical to 25% of Matthew, but this is material
unique to these gospels and not found in Mark. This suggests another literary source independent of Mark
used by Matthew and Luke in the development of the synoptic gospels tradition.

Notes

Book:
Theme:

John
Son of God

Information
This “J” is turned “on” with his picture! When you recall the Gospel of John, you’ll immediately recall
a “J On” painting the “sun” of God! “J On” (John) paints a picture of Christ as the Son (sun) of God, the
Keyword for this book. The apostle John, the disciple whom Jesus loved (13:23), is the author of this ﬁnal
Gospel. His record of Christ’s life and ministry is distinctly diﬀerent than the other three. John records a
more thematic, and often very intimate, account of the Savior’s ministry, and especially His interaction
with the disciples. John’s purpose in writing is to prove that Jesus is the Christ, and that eternal life is
found in Him (20:31). While the synoptics (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) present Christ in the fullness of His
humanity, John shows us that Christ is indeed Deity—God incarnate, the Son of God. He is Light, Truth,
Life, the Way, the Door, the Bread of Life, Water of Life. In fact, He is all God is, because He is Himself God.

John
AUTHOR
John, Beloved Disciple, refers to himself as disciple whom
Jesus loved (21:20) and as “that other disciple” (20:3-4, 8)

DATE
Around 90 AD
Last of the gospels to be written

ADDRESS
For all men everywhere

PLACE WRITTEN
Probably from Ephesus (He was the pastor)

OCCASION
This gospel is interpretive. John gives us meaning and
application. He interprets how the gospel impacts the heart.

MAIN PURPOSE
To present Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Giver of life.

OUTLINE
I.
The ERA of Incarnation (1:1-4:54)
A. The Word (1:1-18)
B. The Witness (1:19-51)
C. The Water to Wine (2:1-25)
D. The Winning of Nicodemus (3)
E. The Woman at the Well (4)
II.

The YEARS of Conﬂict (5:1-11:6)
A. Persecution (5:18; 6:28-35)
B. Attempt to Arrest Him (7:32, 44)
C. Total Rejection of Identity (8:29-41; 48-52)

III.

The DAYS of Preparation (12:1-17:26)
A. To Bethany
(12:1-11)
B. To Jerusalem
(12:12-14)
C. To Upper Room (12:15-50)
D. Upper Room Discourse (13-17)

IV.

The HOUR of Sacriﬁce (18-19)
A. Arrest and Trials
B. Cruciﬁed and Buried

IV.

The DAWN of Victory (20-21)
A. Resurrection
B. Post Resurrection Appearances

Son of God
Giver of Life
KEY VERSES
John 20:30-31, And many other signs truly did Jesus
in the presence of his disciples, which are not written
in this book: But these are written, that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing ye might have life through his name.

DISTINCTIVE POINTS
Never in my life have I read a book written in simpler
words than this, yet the words are inexpressible. Martin Luther
- 75% of words are 4 letters or less and are 1 syllable.

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
1. Believe - 98 times
2. World - 78 times
3. Know - 55 times
4. Glorify - 42 times
5. My Father - 35 times
6. Verily, Verily - 65 times

OTHER REMARKS
The Eight “I AMs” of Christ
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Bread of Life
Light of the world
I AM
The Door
The Good Shepherd
Resurrection & Life
Way, Truth, and Life
True Vine

6:35
8:12
8:58
10:9
10:11
11:25
14:6
15:1

Seven Miracles of Christ in John
1. Water to Wine
2. Healing Nobleman’s Son
3. Impotent Man
4. Feeding of 5000
5. Walking on Water
6. Healing Blind Man
7. Lazarus Raised

2
4
5
6
6
9
11

Conclusion
This is the ﬁrst book recommended to new believers.
Even unsaved people can read and understand.
Salvation is precise and compelling. John is a Primer
for the Gospel.

Gospel of John
Quick Facts
1.

The Synoptics present facts, actions and words. John presents material to induce thinking, emotion,
and the meaning of the underlying facts.
a. John’s book is more doctrinal and theological in nature than the other writers
b. He not only gives the events, he provides commentary for us

2.

The Synoptics emphasize one year of ministry. John covers three years.
a. John focuses on Judea
b. Synoptics focus around Galilee

3.

The Synoptics show us about 60 parables. John does not give any parables.

4.

The Synoptics teach about the Kingdom of God. John teaches about Jesus!

5.

Comparing John with the Synoptics is like comparing preaching and teaching
a. Good preaching will have elements of teaching in it
b. Good teaching does not necessarily contain elements of preaching
c. Teaching imparts truth
d. Preaching demands a response
e. Teaching aims at the head
f. Preaching aims at the heart
g. Teaching provides information for the hearer to make a choice later
h. Preaching demands a response

6.

Peculiarities of the book:
a. The word life is used 36 times (more than any other book)
b. The word witness is used 47 times (counting it in a noun and verb form – In the synoptics
combined, it is used 4 times)
c. The word believe, or its equivalent, is used 98 times.
d. The word world is used 78 times.

7.

People of the book:
a. Pharisees
b. Sadducees
c. Scribes
d. Lawyers
e. Rabbis
f. Essenes
g. Zealots
h. Herodians
i. Priests
j. The High Priest
k. Samaritans
l. Sanhedrin
m. Followers of John the Baptist
n. Followers of Jesus Christ

Brief Summary:
The Gospel of John selects only seven miracles as signs to demonstrate the deity of Christ and to illustrate His
ministry. Some of these signs and stories are found only in John. His Gospel is the most theological of the four
Gospels and often gives the reason behind events mentioned in the other Gospels. He shares much about
the approaching ministry of the Holy Spirit after His ascension. There are certain words or phrases that John
frequently uses that show the repeating themes of his Gospel: believe, witness, Comforter, life - death, light
- darkness, I am... (as in Jesus is the “I Am”), and love.
John’s Gospel introduces Christ, not from His birth, but from “the beginning” as “the Word” (Logos) Who as
Deity is involved in every aspect of creation (1:1-3) and Who later becomes ﬂesh (1:14) in order that He might
take away our sins as the spotless, sacriﬁcial Lamb (John 1:29). John selects spiritual conversations that show
that Jesus is the Messiah (4:26) and to explain how one is saved by His vicarious death on the cross (3:14-16).
He repeatedly angers the Jewish leaders by correcting them (2:13-16); healing on the Sabbath, and claiming
characteristics belonging to God (5:18; 8:56-59; 9:6,16; 10:33). Jesus prepares His disciples for His coming death
and for their ministry after His resurrection and ascension (John 14-17). He then willingly dies on the cross in
our place (10:15-18), paying our sin debt in full (19:30) so that whoever trusts in Him as their Savior from sin
will be saved (John 3:14-16). He then rises from the dead, convincing even the most doubting of His disciples
that He is God and Master (20:24-29).

I.

John’s Purpose for Writing
a. Evangelism – John 20:31
b. Apologetics
i. There were two primary heresies John was dealing with
1. That Jesus was not fully God – John 1:1-5
2. That Jesus was not really Man – John 1:14
ii. These heresies took on diﬀerent names
1. Docetism
2. Gnosticism

II. Key Themes from John
a. Seven “I am” statements
1. I am the Bread of Life 6:35
2. I am the Light of the World 8:12
3. I am the Door of the Sheep 10:7, 9
4. I am the Good Shepherd 10:11,14
5. I am the Resurrection and the Life 11:25
6. I am the Way, the Truth, the Life 14:6
7. I am the True Vine 15:1,5
b. Eight personal or private interviews
1. Peter, Nathaniel 1:35-51
2. Nicodemus 3:1-21
3. Women of Samaria 4:6-26
4. Blind man 9:35-41
5. Martha and Mary Chapter 11
6. Eleven Apostles Chapter 13-16
7. Mary Magdalene 20:1-18
8. Peter 21:15-23
C. The Hour (seven times)
2:4
7:30 8:20 12:27 13:1

16:32 17:1

D. In each chapter – Jesus is:
1. Son of God
2. Son of Man
3. Divine Teacher
4. Soul Winner
5. Great Physician
6. Bread of Life
7. Water of Life
8. Defender of the Weak
9. Light of the World
10. Good Shepherd
11. Resurrection and Life

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

The King
The Servant
The Counselor
The True Vine
The Giver of the Spirit
The Great Intercessor
The Model Suﬀerer
The Uplifted Saviour
The Victor over Death
The Restorer of the Penitent

E. What We See in John:
1. Word and the Witness of John
2. Water made Wine, the Wedding
3. Whosoever Believeth
4. Woman, Well, and Water pot
5. Witness of the Father
6. Wheat (Bread) of Life
7. Water of Life
8. Weak Defended
9. World’s Light
10. Watcher of the Sheep
11. Waking of Lazarus

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Worship of the King
Washing of the Feet
Way, Truth, and Life
Work of the Husbandman
Whatsoever Ye Ask...
Wish of Christ for Disciples
Wonder of His Suﬀering
Will of Judaism
Weakness of the Tomb
Wayfarer Brought Back

First ﬁve verses of John chapter one answers the arguments of these false teachings:
1. Evolutionist: “All things were made by Him”
2. Atheist: There is a God
3. Jehovah Witness: Jesus is God
4. United Pentecostals: There is a trinity
5. Liberal Theologian: No universal Fatherhood of God “for the darkness comprehended him not.”
6. Modernist Preacher: The Word of God is perfect and inspired.
7. False churches and salvation not of works... “In Him was life.”
The Witnesses to Jesus
1. John, the Writer – Jesus is the Word
2. John, the Baptist – Jesus is Eternal (before me)
3. Andrew - Jesus is the Messiah
4. Phillip - Jesus is the fulﬁllment of OT Prophecies
5. Nathaniel - Jesus is the Son of God and King of Israel
The Power of the Gospel
1. Andrew was compelled
2. Peter was corralled
3. Phillip was called
4. Nathaniel was convinced

Comparison of the Four
Gospel Records
Luke

John

King of Kings

Immediate
Servant

Son of Man

Son of God
Giver of Life

Outlook &
Style of Writer

As a Teacher

Like a Preacher

Like an Author

As a Theologian

Culture
of Readers

Jews
(Jesus is the Son
of Abraham)

Romans
(No Genealogy
Has Action)

Greeks
(Jesus is the
Son of Adam)

All Mankind
(Jesus is equal
with God)

Outstanding
Section

Sermons

Miracles

Parables

Doctrines

Law

Power

Grace

Glory

Portraits
of Christ

Prominent
Ideas
Broad
Divisions

Matthew

Mark

Synoptic Gospels (Historic):
Humanity of Christ is in View

Interpretive
Gospel
Deity of Christ is
in View

Do we really need four gospel records?
1. Parallel Accounts establish facts and details necessary to get the whole picture
2. Unique Accounts give chronology and precision to ﬁll in the gaps
3. Diﬀerent Approaches of presentation gives us a style that can appeal to all men
4. Synoptic Gospels give us the message
5. Interpretive Gospel gives us the meaning

Notes

Book:
Theme:

Acts
Church

Information
From now on, when you think of the Book of Acts, you’re going to remember it as the Book of “Ax”, which
is going to remind you of its Keyword and theme, the Church. Luke, the author of the Gospel of Luke,
here presents volume two of his record of Christ’s life and ministry. In Acts, the central ﬁgures become
Christ’s apostles who carry His Gospel to all people. Acts is structured around a key verse (1:8) where
Christ tells the Apostles to go to Jerusalem and Judea (the Jews’ home), Samaria (neighboring countries),
and even to the ends of the earth (all Gentile peoples). Saul, the converted Jewish scholar, becomes Paul
the missionary evangelist who takes Christ to the Gentiles. Peter leads the eﬀort to continue evangelizing
Jews both in Palestine and those dispersed in other countries as well. Acts records the spreading of the
Gospel, and the building of the Church, throughout Asia, lower Europe, and as far west as Rome.

Acts

Beginnings of
Christian Church

AUTHOR
Luke, a continuation of his gospel (1:1-11; Lk 24:50-53)

KEY VERSES
Acts 1:8,
But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost
is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

DATE
Around 61-62 AD

ADDRESS
Theophilus

DISTINCTIVE POINTS

PLACE WRITTEN
Probably from Rome (just before or just after Paul’s death)

OCCASION
Luke is with Paul in prison. Paul’s death is a settled fact. With
Luke’s understanding and ability, there is no better human
writer to pen the history of the early church

MAIN PURPOSE
1. A continuation of what Jesus began both to do and teach
2. Propagation of missions and doctrine
3. Ediﬁcation to build up established churches

OUTLINE
I.
The Early Days (1-7)
A. Peter and John 1-5
B. Stephen
6-7
II.

III.

Transition Period (8-12)
A. Philip / Eunuch 8
B. Saul Converted 9
C. Pet / Cornelius 10
D. Paul/Barnabas 11
E. Peter in Prison 12
Expansion and Missions (13-28)
A. First Journey
(13-14)
B. Second Journey (15:36-18:22)
C. Third Journey (18:23-21:28)
D. Paul the Prisoner (21:29ﬀ )
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Arrest
Staircase
Sanhedrin
Felix
Festus
Agrippa
Shipwreck
Rome

21:33
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Organization and Growth of the Church
The Coming of the Spirit refers to the beginning of
His current ministry:
1. Baptizes believers into body of Christ
2. Indwells believers
3. Seals believers
4. Fills believers (though this also happens in OT)
Pattern of Acts:
1. Prayers went up
2. Power came down
3. Preaching went on
4. Prospects came in
5. Persecution broke out

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
Holy Spirit
Preach
Witness
Testify

Power
Bold, Boldly
Church
Believe

OTHER REMARKS
Four Divisional Studies of Acts
1. Geographical
Jerusalem (1-7)
Judea and Samaria (8-12)
Uttermost parts (13-28)
2. Church
Jerusalem (1-7)
Antioch (8-26)
Rome (27-28)
3. Character
Peter (1-12)
Paul (13-28)
4. Missionary Journeys

New Testament Survey
Acts – Why write it?

What would have been the chief motives for Luke to write this epistle? He had already written one volume
to Theophilus – why another one? Consider the following:
1.

Historical motive – Luke gives us the ﬁrst 60-65 years of the early church…He opens his ﬁrst volume
with a manger in Bethlehem and ends it saluting those in Caesar’s household.

2.

Doctrinal motive – He writes much concerning the ministry of the Holy Spirit…In Luke’s gospel, the
promise of the Holy Spirit’s coming is stated by Christ. In Acts, this promise is fulﬁlled.

3.

Apologetic motive – Acts is a great defense of Christianity. Luke stresses that in the early days of the
church, the Roman government did not make the Christian church the object of special persecution.
The Jews persecuted the Christians, but not the Romans. Whenever the apostles came into contact
with Roman oﬃcials, they were either accepted or ignored, but not persecuted. Luke records many of
these contacts:
a. Paul and Barnabas before Sergius Paulus, the proconsul at Cyrus—he “believed” (Acts 13).
b. Paul and Silas in Philippi—The Roman jailer was saved, and the magistrates of this Roman
colony apologized for the unjust treatment accorded the missionaries because of the false
charges of the Jews (Acts 16).
c. Paul before Gallio, the proconsul of Achaia—He “cared for none of these things” (i.e., problems
of Jewish law, Acts 18); Gallio was indiﬀerent.
d. Paul in Ephesus—The Asiarchs (Acts 19:31) were friends of Paul; the town clerk restored order,
thereby rescuing the missionaries from possible violence.
e. Paul safeguarded by Claudius Lysias, the Roman captain of the castle Antonia in Jerusalem
(Acts 21, 22).
f. Paul before Felix in Caesarea—He often called for and listened to Paul speak (Acts 24).
g. Paul before Festus in Caesarea—He considered Paul innocent of the charges against him by
the Jews (Acts 25).

4.

Biographical motive – There are many people that are covered in Acts. Yet, Peter and Paul are who
is given priority in this book. Peter covers the bulk of the ﬁrst 12 chapters whereas Paul is the bulk of
chapters 13-28. Working along the side of Peter and Paul, we meet such men as Stephen, Phillip the
Evangelist, Barnabas, John Mark, Silas, Timothy, Aquila and Priscilla, and Apollos.

Overview of Paul’s Journeys
There are three recorded missionary journeys of the Apostle Paul in this book.
• First Journey
Primarily in the province of Galatia
• Second Journey
Province of Macedonia and Achaia
• Third Journey
Centered in Asia Minor
In these places, Paul spent most of his time in population centers—cities like Antioch of Pisidia, Philippi,
Thessalonica, Corinth, and Ephesus. Once the evangelization of these cities had been completed, the
Gospel radiated to the surrounding country (cf. 1 Thess. 1:8).
Paul found himself in a variety of situations and audiences. On occasion the missionary was in the Jewish
synagogue (as in Pisidian Antioch, Thessalonica, Athens, Corinth, and Ephesus); or before the leaders

of the city (as in Athens); or in prison (as in Philippi). When preaching to a Jewish audience, Paul used
the Old Testament Scriptures as a basis for his message (as in Antioch and Thessalonica); whereas in
addressing pagan, or at least non-Jewish groups, he generally began with their natural surroundings (as
in Lystra and Athens). His usual approach was to preach ﬁrst to the Jews of the region, if they were to be
found; then to the Gentiles.
Paul’s ministry in these areas, covering a period of about ten years, resulted in the establishment of a chain
of churches all along the Mediterranean shores. As he wrote to the Roman Christians, he recalled that
“from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ” (Rom. 15:19).
This period of his labors was terminated with the ﬁnal visit to Jerusalem which resulted in his arrest (on a
false charge by some Asian Jews) and his consequent imprisonments, both in Caesarea and Rome.
The ﬁnal section of Acts is the record of Paul’s experiences while a prisoner. He makes his defense before
a Jewish mob and the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem (chap. 22, 23); before Felix, Festus, and Herod Agrippa
II in Caesarea (chap. 24–26); and ﬁnally is taken to Rome, amid many harrowing experiences, including
shipwreck (chap. 27, 28). Here, in his own rented house, though constantly chained to a guard, Paul is free
to carry on his preaching and teaching. No wonder “they of Caesar’s household” heard and received the
Good News of salvation.

Relationship of Acts to the Epistles
Before closing this study, the character of Acts as a central book in the New Testament should be noted. It
is the bridge between the Gospels and the Epistles and therefore has close ties to each of these writings.
• First, it continues and, in one sense, completes the narrative begun in the Gospels. The earthly life of
Christ is followed by the ministry of His apostles.
• Second, it shows the fulﬁllment of our Lord’s prophecy of the Church (Matt. 16:18) and prepares the
way for the expounding of this subject in the Epistles. Many questions are answered regarding the
circumstances of the Church’s beginning, early leaders, and growth into a universal fellowship.
• Third, Acts gives the background for several of Paul’s epistles, relating the details concerning the
founding of the churches to which the letters were subsequently written.
1. Galatians—Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe (Acts 13:14–14:28)
2. Philippians—Philippi (Acts 16:11–40)
3. 1 and 2 Thessalonians—Thessalonica (Acts 17:1–9)
4. 1 and 2 Corinthians—Corinth (Acts 18:1–16)
5. Ephesians—Ephesus (Acts 19:1–41; 20:17–35; cf. also 1 and 2 Timothy)
By reading these chapters before reading the respective epistles, light is cast on the nature of the
city, the people, and the problems faced by Paul.
• Fourth, Acts illustrates in the active life of the church many of the principles enunciated in the
Epistles. Such matters as organization, discipline, witnessing, evangelism, and teaching are clearly
mirrored in the narratives of Acts. Especially prominent is the stress upon the necessity of the work
of the Holy Spirit. The early church not only taught this truth but experienced it as well.

Paul’s Missionary Journeys
Date

Region

Miles Traveled

Reference

First Journey

47-48 A.D.

Southeastern Asia
Minor

1,500 miles

Acts 13:1-14:28

Second
Journey

49-52 A.D.

Macedonia and
Achaia

3,000-4,000 miles

Acts 15:36-18:22

Third Journey

52-56 A.D.

Western Asia
Minor

4,000 miles

Acts 18:23-21:27

*Paul would have been very familiar with the Sanhedrin Court - they would also be very familiar
with him!

The Local Church
What is the Church?
The original Greek word is ekklesia, coming from two Greek words meaning “to call out of.”
Acts 7:38
This is he that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him in the mount Sina, and
with our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us.
This verse does not refer to a New Testament church. It is simply referring to a group of people who
were called out. When we think of a church we might think of the building and not the people. The word
ekklesia is used 110 times in the New Testament, and 93 of those times it is referring to the local church or
a group of local churches.
The local church is an organized body of born again baptized believers meeting in a speciﬁc location for
the purpose of winning souls, training the saved, observing the ordinances, and generally carrying out
whatsoever Christ commanded.
The universal church is the body of believers living or dead regardless of location, nationality, race,
denomination, or any other divisions. It is made up of all that have been baptized into the body of Christ.
This church has not met yet.

Seven activities the universal church never does (Ephesians 1:22-23):
1.
2.
3.
4.

Has never met together in a single place and will not until the rapture.
Has never held a revival / evangelistic campaign nor has it put together a soulwinning program.
Has never received an oﬀering and consequently has never sent out a missionary or printed a Bible.
Has never organized a Sunday school program and established Sunday school classes for diﬀerent
age groups whereby the saints might be ediﬁed.
5. Has never baptized a convert and has never administered the Lord’s Table.
6. Has never called a pastor and has never ordained a deacon board.
7. Has never planted another church.
So the Universal Church does not accomplish any of the purposes for which the church was established.

Seven reasons every Christian should be a member of a local church:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

God commands it. (Hebrews 10:25, Acts 2:41, 47)
It is the most eﬀective means of carrying out the Great Commission.
It is a place to worship God and observe His ordinances.
Everyone needs to be under the authority of a local church. (Ephesians 4:11-12)
Everyone needs a pastor. (Hebrews 13:17)
Everyone needs the encouragement of Christian fellowship and the help of prayer.
It is the place where we bring our tithes and oﬀerings.

Notes

Book:
Theme:

Romans
Paid in Full

Information
This Roman soldier (note the “Row-man” in the background!) is experiencing the Keyword of the Book
of Romans, Paid in Full. So when you think of Romans, remember that, like the soldier, our debt of sin
has been Paid in Full! Romans, revealing both the heart and intellect of Paul, is the most systematic and
profound presentation of the righteousness of God in the Bible. Paul shows that because all men are
sinners, the righteousness of God requires their condemnation. But because God is righteous, He alone
can provide, enact, and accept as adequate a payment to satisfy His own demands. That our debt is paid
in full produces Paul’s worshipful doxology where he proclaims the depth of the riches of the wisdom
and knowledge of God (11:33–36). Then, in light of God’s grace, he exhorts believers to live in a manner
consistent with being justiﬁed freely by grace (3:24), as living sacriﬁces to Him (12:1–2).

Romans
AUTHOR
Paul the Apostle (1:1)

DATE
Around 57 AD

ADDRESS
“To all that be in Rome, beloved of God...” (1:7)

PLACE WRITTEN
Probably from Corinth (near the end of his 3rd Journey)

OCCASION
Paul had a great desire to visit them personally (15:23-25)

MAIN PURPOSE
1. To give instruction about the basic truths of salvation
2. To give solid interpretation of the gospel (1:1, 16)

God’s Salvation
for Sinners
KEY VERSES
Romans 1:16-17,
For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that
believeth; to the Jew ﬁrst, and also to the Greek. For
therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith
to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.

DISTINCTIVE POINTS
The Romans Road
When leading someone to Christ, there are three
concepts we must share clearly: Sin, Substitution,
and Faith. All are contained here.
3:10
3:23
6:23
5:8
10:9-13

OUTLINE
Intro 1:1-17
Salvation
Testimony
Theme
I.

1:1-7
1:8-12
1:13-17

Sin (1:18-3:23)
A. God’s holiness in condemning sin
B. Romans 3:23 is a major transition

II.

Salvation (3:24-5:21)
A. God’s grace in saving the sinner
B. Romans 5:21 is a major transition

III.

Sanctiﬁcation (6:1-8:39)
A. God’s power setting Christian apart
B. Romans 8:38-39 is a major transition

IV.

Sovereignty (9:1-11:36)
A. God’s sovereign will for all people

V.

Service (12:1-15:13)
A. To serve Him, you must know His will
B. To know His will, you must give your body
C. To give your body, you must ﬁrst give your mind
D. Romans 12:1 is THE major transition of Romans

CONCLUSION

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
Faith
Grace
Believe
Spirit

All
Righteousness
In Christ

OTHER REMARKS
Quotes
“Most profound book in existence”
--Samuel Taylor Coleridge
“It is the cathedral of the Christian faith.”
--Godet
“It is the chief part of the New Testament
and the purest gospel.”
--Martin Luther
“A thorough study of this epistle is a
theological education on itself.”
--Griﬃth Thomas

Notes

Book:
Theme:

1 Corinthians
Spanking the Saints

Information
Here we have “One Core Indian” (get it? 1 Corinthian?) spanking a saint. Ouch! A reminder that God used
a strong letter from Paul to discipline the church. You’ll never hear “1 Corinthians” again without thinking
of “One Core Indian” Spanking the Saints! So you think the modern church has a few problems? Then you
haven’t read this letter of Paul’s to the most “metropolitan” of his young churches. Corinth was a center of
commercial confusion and cultural congestion. Unfortunately, much of the metropolis had been brought
into the church through the lives of new converts. Factionalism, immorality, doctrinal confusion, abuses
of spiritual liberty—you name it, and the Corinthians were struggling with it. Paul displays a ﬁrm, but
loving, apostolic hand as he provides answers to questions from the church leaders. His corrections and
exhortations for righteousness and unity in the body will strengthen the modern church as well.

1 Corinthians
AUTHOR
Paul the Apostle (1:1)

DATE
Around 55 AD

ADDRESS
The Church of God at Corinth (1:2)

PLACE WRITTEN
Ephesus (during his 3rd Journey)

OCCASION
Received report and wanted to give instruction (1:11; 5:1)

MAIN PURPOSE
1. To identify problems in the local church
2. To extend doctrinal teaching to deal with problems
3. To exhort them to maturity both in belief and practice

OUTLINE
Intro 1:1-9
I.

Congregational Problems (1-6)
A. Divisions (1-4)
B. Depravities (5-6)

II.

Personal Problems (7:1-11:15)
A. Marriage (7)
B. Oﬀerings (8)
C. Support for Pastor and Church (9)
D. Murmuring / Criticism (10)
E. Appearance / Attitude to Authority (11)

III.

IV.

Worship Problems (11-14)
A. Lord’s Supper (11:16-34)
B. Unity of Body (12)
C. Spiritual Gifts (13-14)
Doctrinal Problems and Resurrection (15)

CONCLUSION (16)

Problems in
Early Church

KEY VERSES
1 Corinthians 15:57-58,
But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

DISTINCTIVE POINTS
This book contains the greatest chapters on:
Marriage
7
Soul Liberty 10
Lord’s Table 11
Tongues
13-14
Resurrection 15

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
Love
Spirit
Body
Wisdom

Resurrection
Cross
Corruption

OTHER REMARKS
The City of Corinth in Paul’s day...
- 50,000-70,000 people
- Seaport with a large trade center for slaves
- Horribly wicked
- Aphrodite’s Temple had 1000 prostitutes
- The city was so notoriously evil, that the
term Korinthiazomai (to act like a Corinthian)
became a synonym for debauchery and
prostitution.
- “It was a seaman’s paradise, a drunkard’s
heaven, and a virtuous woman’s hell.”

Book:
Theme:

2 Corinthians
Anatomy of An Apostle

Information
Here we have “Two Core Indians” checking out the Anatomy of an Apostle. How do you know the xrayed one is an apostle? Because his cap declares he is “one sent!” An intimate glimpse of the life of Paul
appears in 2 Corinthians and these “Two Core Indians” will remind you of this Anatomy of an Apostle.
After writing his ﬁrst letter to Corinth, Paul ﬁnds his apostleship under attack—and thus his authority.
False teachers had come among the Corinthians and accused Paul of being selﬁsh and without true
authority from God. Heartbroken for his young church, Paul sends Titus to Corinth to assist the members.
Upon Titus’ return, Paul ﬁnds that the church has changed its heart toward him. This emotional letter to
Corinth is Paul’s defense of his apostleship and his appeal to the Corinthians to continue to accept his
apostolic authority. He also asks them to give generously to the aﬄicted church in Jerusalem.

2 Corinthians
AUTHOR
Paul the Apostle (1:1)

KEY VERSES
2 Corinthians 4:5,
For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the
Lord, and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake.

DATE
Around 57 AD
ADDRESS
The Church at Corinth with all the saints at Achaia(1:1)
PLACE WRITTEN
Probably Macedonia (during his 3rd Journey, 2 Cor 7:5)
OCCASION
Received two reports from Titus
1. Good
7:6-7
2. Bad
10:1-2; 12:18-21
MAIN PURPOSE
1. To further instruct about maturity
2. To encourage saints about Jerusalem oﬀering
3. To defend his apostleship
4. To prepare them for a future visit
OUTLINE
Paul’s Apostolic Ministry
I.
Sketch of Paul’s Ministry (1-7)
A. God comforts in tribulation
B. Relationship with Believers
C. Preaching Christ
D. Treasures in Earthen Vessels
E. Ambassadors for Christ
F. Joy in Tribulation
II.

III.

Appeal for Giving (8-9)
A. Macedonian Giving
B. Corinthian Giving

Paul’s Defense of his
life and ministry

DISTINCTIVE POINTS
1. Preaching the Gospel
4:3-4
2. New Creation
5:17
3. Greatest Doctrinal Verse
5:21
4. Greatest Separation Verses
6:14-7:1
a. Substitution
b. Impeccability
c. Imputation of God’s Righteousness
d. Exclusivity of the Gospel
e. Deity of Christ
f. New Birth (Regeneration)
5. Greatest Teaching on Giving
8-9

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
Concerning Comfort and Joy
Sorrow
Aﬄiction

Suﬀering
Tribulation

Concerning Ministry or Minister
Glory

1:1-11
1:12-2:13
2:14-4:6
4:7-5:10
5:11-7:3
7:4-16
8:1-9
8:10-9:15

Vindication of Paul’s Ministry (10-13)
A. Authority and Approval
10:1-18
B. True and False Apostles
11:1-15
C. Credentials of True Ministry 11:16-12:13
D. Prepare for my Visit!
12:14-13:14

Gospel

OTHER REMARKS
Paul had written previously from Ephesus and
had expected Timothy to visit Corinth and
then return to him with a report. Timothy’s
report was not good - so Paul makes a brief visit
(implied in 2:1; 12:14; 13:1-2). Paul writes a
quick response to urge the church to discipline
the division makers.
This note was sent by Titus. Paul, anxious to
see the response, began to travel to Troas and
then through Macedonia. Here he meets up
with Titus again and ﬁnds that the church had
repented of their rebellion.
This caused Paul to write the second epistle. He
sent it by Titus and another brother. Paul then
makes his third trip to Corinth (12:14; 13:1-2)
and writes his letter to the Romans.

A Comparison of
Two Corinthian Letters
I Corinthians

II Corinthians

1. Objective and personal; dealing with things that
will be true in any church.
2. Insightful into the character of a young church.
3. Deliberate instruction.
4. He warns against pagan teachings, practices, and
inﬂuences.

1. Subjective and personal; dealing with subjects
speciﬁc to that church.
2. Insightful into character of a preacher (Paul).
3. Impassioned testimony.
4. He warns against Judaistic teachings, practices,
and inﬂuences.

Temple of Apollo at Corinth

Notes

Book:
Theme:

Galatians
Unshackled

Information
This picture of an unshackled gull laying a shining egg will stick in your mind forever. “Gull Lay Shine” will
remind you of the book of Galatians. And the heavy chain falling oﬀ our friendly gull will reminded you
that the Keyword of Galatians is Unshackled. The ﬁne line between the obligation to obey the Law of God
and the freedom to obey Him is at the heart of this letter of Paul. It is the basic distinction between the Old
and New Covenants of God with man. Does man have to satisfy God’s law to be forgiven, or once forgiven,
i.e., unshackled from the curse of the Law, does man have power and freedom in the Spirit to please God?
To the Galatians, Paul re-establishes the primacy of life in the Spirit. The Judaizers, whose teachings
placed believers back into slavery to the Law, are rebuked, and the Galatians are exhorted to walk in the
Spirit rather than the lust of the ﬂesh (5:16).

Galatians
AUTHOR
Paul and those with him (1:1-2)
DATE
Around 48 AD
Probably Paul’s ﬁrst epistle

Set Free
from Bondage
KEY VERSES
Galatians 5:1,
Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ
hath made us free, and be not entangled again with
the yoke of bondage.

DISTINCTIVE POINTS

ADDRESSEE
The Churches of Galatia. Galatia is NOT a city, but a
region or province. It includes Lystra, Derbe, Iconium,
and Antioch (of Pisidia).

1. The Magna Carta of Spiritual Emancipation
2. Anathema for false preaching
3. Not condemnatory or complimentary

PLACE WRITTEN
Probably from Syrian Antioch after 1st Journey (Acts 14)

Christ (43x)
Law (31x)
Faith (22)
Flesh (18)

OCCASION
To show relationship between Christ and the Law
MAIN PURPOSE
1. To expose false teaching
2. To emphasize salvation by faith alone
3. To exhort Christians to live in liberty
OUTLINE
Intro (1:1-10)
I.
The Source of the Gospel (1:11-2:21)
A. Paul’s message was from God 1:11-24
B. Conﬁrmed by Jeru. Church
2:1-10
C. Confrontation with Peter
2:11-21
II.

III.

The Defense of the Gospel (3:1-5:1)
A. Faith and Law compared
3:1-24
B. Sons and Servants compared 3:25-4:11
C. Paul’s Personal Appeal
4:12-20
D. Hagar and Sarah Analogy
4:21-5:1
The Application of the Gospel (5:2-6:18)
A. Christian’s New Walk
5
B. Christian’s New Obligation
6

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
Spirit (15)
Gospel (11)
Free (4)
Liberty (3)

OTHER REMARKS
Martin Luther’s favorite book: It is my epistle. I
have betrothed myself to it. It is my wife.
10 Great Passages from Galatians
1. 2:16—“No justiﬁcation in the law”
2. 2:20—“I am cruciﬁed with Christ”
3. 3:11—“Just shall live by faith” (Hab 2:4)
4. 3:23-4:3—“Temporary nature of the law”
5. 4:4-5—“The fullness of the Time”
6. 4:16—“Enemy because I tell you the truth”
7. 5:19-25—“Works of Flesh and Fruit of Spirit”
8. 6:1-5—“”Helping the weak”
9. 6:7-8—“Sowing and Reaping”
10. 6:14—“I am cruciﬁed unto the world”
In 64 BC Galatia became a client of the Romans and,
after the death of its last king, was given full status
as a Roman province (25 BC). The new province of
Galatia included not only the old ethnic territory
but also parts of Pontus, Phrygia, Lycaonia, Pisidia,
Paphlagonia and Isauria. Within the provincial
Galatia were the towns which the apostle Paul
evangelized on his 1st missionary journey: Antioch,
Iconium, Lystra and Derbe (Acts 13–14). The latter
two cities were Roman colonies; the former two had
been Romanized by Claudius. Large # of Romans,
Greeks and Jews were attracted to these centers
because of their strategic geographical location.

Notes

Book:
Theme:

Ephesians
Body-Building

Information
Look! An “E Fishing!” And of all things to catch—a body builder! When you try to remember the theme of
the Book of Ephesians, this “E Fishing” is going to remind you that the Keyword is Body-Building. Paul
writes a letter to build up the body of believers at Ephesus. For the believer in Christ, life is lived in two
planes. The heavenly one, where we are seated with Christ positionally, and the earthly one, where we are
in, but not of, the world. In this letter Paul sets forth both realities to the Christians at Ephesus. One of
the most balanced books in the Bible, Ephesians’ six chapters are divided into two parts of three chapters
each. In the ﬁrst section, Paul presents the reality of our spiritual riches in Christ, all based on the grace of
God we are saved by grace through faith (2:8–9). In the last half, the walk of the believer is made clear. In
light of our wealth, we then should walk in a manner worthy of the calling we have received (4:1).

Ephesians
AUTHOR
Paul (1:1)

Christ and
the Church
KEY VERSES
Ephesians 2:8-10,
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest
any man should boast. For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God
before ordained that we should walk in them.

DATE
Around 59-61 AD
Prison Epistle

DISTINCTIVE POINTS
ADDRESSEE
The Saints at Ephesus
PLACE WRITTEN
From Rome under house arrest. First and foremost, he
was a prisoner of Jesus Christ (3:1, 4:1; 6:20)
OCCASION
To continue to strengthen what had already been
established as a good church. (To see church’s
beginning, see Acts 18-20. The end is in Rev 2:1-7)
MAIN PURPOSE
To teach them to maintain their love through doctrinal
purity in the face of the heresy that was all around them
OUTLINE
I.
Our Heritage in Christ (1-3)
A. Spiritual Blessings
B. Enlightenment and Wisdom
C. Dead (in Sin) Alive (in Christ)
D. Mystery of Christ’s Grace
II.

Our Life in Christ (4-6)
A. Preserving Unity
B. Walking Daily
C. The Christian Home
D. Our Spiritual Armor

1:1-14
1:15-23
2
3
4:1-16
4:17-5:20
5:21-6:9
6:10-24

1. Paul’s greatest prison masterpiece...
2. The “Grand Canyon” of the New Testament
Broader, deeper, and more beautiful than any other
book - no controversies dealt with. It centers on the
person and work of Christ and what our person and
work should be because of Him.

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
In Christ (or in Him)
Heavenly Places

Power, Riches, Glory
Church

OTHER REMARKS
Six Great Passages from Ephesians
1. Prayers of Paul
1:15-23—Prayer for enlightenment
3:14-21—For Empowerment

2. Salvation (2:1-10)
3. One Way—Seven things just one way (4:1-6)
4. Husbands and Wives (5:18-33)
5. Parents and Children (6:1-4)
Honor is an attitude
Obedience is action
Nurture is discipline and chastisement
Admonition is teaching

6. Armor of God (6:10-17)
Ephesus was the most important city in Asia Minor,
located on the Cayster River, with a harbor on
Aegean Sea. With its location it was a center for
commercial travel, and major trade routes led to it
from several directions. A great temple dedicated
to Diana was located here. Paul made the city a
center of evangelistic and church-building ministry
(Acts 19), spending three years there (20:31). It was
very natural, therefore, for a letter intended for a
wide readership in that part of Asia Minor to have
Ephesus as its main destination.

Notes

Book:
Theme:

Philippians
Happily Humble

Information
Picture this: a happy bull ﬂipping “Ns.” What? That’s right—but not just any bull. This is a “Hmmm
Bull.” A “Hmmm bull ﬂipping Ns.” Congratulations! You’ve just learned Philippians (Flippin’ Ns) and its
Keyword, Happily Humble. Paul was happily humble as he wrote from prison to the Philippian church.
If the church of Jesus Christ is going to endure in diﬃcult times, it stands to reason that its leaders would
be the examples. Christ suﬀered in an exemplary way, and in Philippians we ﬁnd the Apostle Paul
experiencing the joy of the Lord while chained in prison—a “happily humbling” experience, to be sure.
Joy in adverse circumstances is the theme of this book, and Paul urges believers to focus on Christ, for He
is true life (1:21). He also urges them not to be anxious, to live in peace and harmony with one another,
and to have the mind of Christ in all their suﬀering

Philippians
AUTHOR
Paul (1:1)

Rejoicing
in Christ
KEY VERSES
Philippians 4:4,
Rejoice in the Lord alway; and again I say, rejoice.

DATE
Around 61-63 AD
His last “Prison Epistle” and second to last book written
ADDRESSEE
From Servants to Saints with the bishops and deacons
PLACE WRITTEN
From Rome near the end of his imprisonment
OCCASION
He was sending Timothy and Epaphroditis to them and
wanted them to be well received. The book is a farewell
letter to a church for which he had great fondness.
MAIN PURPOSE
To encourage them to put Christ at the center of their
lives. (1:6, 21-27; 2:5)
OUTLINE
Salutation
I.

II.

III.

IV.

1:1-2

Christ our Life (1)
A. Fellowship in Gospel
B. Furtherance of the Gospel
C. Faith of the Gospel

1:5
1:12
1:27

Christ our Pattern (2)
A. The Mind of Christ
B. The Will of God
C. The Spirit of Christ
D. The Performance of His Work

2:5
2:13-15
2:16
2:17

Christ our Goal (3)
A. That I may win Christ
B. That I may know Christ
C. That I may apprehend

3:8
3:10
3:12

Christ our Suﬃciency (4)
A. Always rejoicing
B. Always Peaceful
C. Always Thinking Right
D. Always Doing what I should
E. Always Having what I need

4:4
4:7
4:8
4:13
4:19

Conclusion 4:20ﬀ

DISTINCTIVE POINTS
1. This is Paul’s love letter to the Philippians
2. The right outlook can transform:
Misery to melody
Prison to palaces

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
In Christ (8)
Joy (6)

Rejoice (9)

OTHER REMARKS
Philippians is:
1. More personal than Ephesians
2. More peaceful than Galatians
3. More controversial than Colossians
4. More practical than doctrinal
In ancient times, this city was in a gold mining
area. Around 400 BC, Philip of Macedon seized
the mines, fortiﬁed the city and renamed it in
his honor.
In 42 BC, the forces of Octavian (later, Augustus
Caesar) and Antony defeated the forces of
Brutus and Cassius. In honor of their victory,
Roman soldiers were allowed to settle here and
create a Roman colony.
When Paul came to this city later, he went out to
the riverbanks on the Sabbath. His custom was
generally to go to the synagogue ﬁrst. The fact
that he did not do this implies that there was no
synagogue in Philippi.
The beginnings of this great church had as its
founding members:
1. Lydia, a business woman
2. An unnamed girl healed of demon possession
3. A jailer and his family

Notes

Book:
Theme:

Colossians
Commander-in-Chief

Information
What happens when a Commander and a Chief run into each other? A giant collision! This “Commander
’n Chief” are going to be in your mind from now on when you hear the word Colossians (Collision), whose
Keyword reminds us that Jesus Christ is Commander-in-Chief of all creation. It’s great to have a scholar
like Paul on the team, isn’t it? When a complicated heresy concerning the person of Christ surfaced in
Colossae, the Apostle Paul immediately penned a letter to the church clarifying exactly what Christ did
for us (chaps. 1–2) and what Christ does through us (chaps. 3–4). His supremacy (which makes Him
“commander-in-chief”) is what requires our submission, an attitude unlikely to be manifested by anyone
with a faulty view of Christ and His deity. The doctrinal basis of being in Christ is followed by practical
exhortations on living for Christ, whether parent, spouse, or employer.

Colossians

Christ is in All
Christ is All

AUTHOR
Paul (1:1)

KEY VERSES
Colossians 3:11,

DATE
Around 60 AD

Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision
nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor
free: but Christ is all, and in all.

ADDRESSEE
Saints and faithful brethren at Colosse

DISTINCTIVE POINTS

PLACE WRITTEN
From Rome

The only way to recognize the counterfeit is to know
in a most excellent way the genuine.

OCCASION
Many heresies in the Church (2:6-8)
Legalism, asceticism, angel worship, and philosophy

The book discusses the answer and the solution,
before presenting the question and the problem.

The only safeguard against a false intellectual system
is a strong and positive Christian Theology.

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
MAIN PURPOSE
To present Jesus Christ in His person and work as the
answer to every heresy
OUTLINE
Introduction 1:1-2
I.

Personal Concerns (1:3-12)
A. We give thanks (in retrospect)
B. We always pray for you (in prospect)

II.

Doctrinal Considerations (1:13-2:23)
A. Explanation of Person and Work of Jesus Christ
B. Exposure of Heresies
2:4-23
1. Philosophy (Humanism)
2:8
2. Legalism (keeping law)
2:9-17
3. Angel Worship / Spiritism 2:18-19
4. Formalism / Asceticism
2:20-23

III.

IV.

Practical Compulsions (3:1-4:6)
A. Set and Seek
B. Put oﬀ and Put on
1. Personal life
2. Family Life
3. Your life in the world
Personal Closing (4:7-18)

3:1-4
3:5-4:6
3:5-17
3:18-4:1
4:2-6

All
Knowledge, Wisdom
Full, Fulness, Filled, Perfected
Mystery

32x
10x
6x
4x

OTHER REMARKS
Doctrinal Pictures of Christ:
1. Deity (1:15-19) He is God
2. Eﬃcacy of His Death
3. His Sovereignty (1:16-17)
4. His Lordship over the Church (1:18)
5. His Continuing Mediatorship (1:21-22)
Prayer for the Church:
1. Be Filled with Knowledge
2. Know His Will
3. Walk Worthily
4. Give Thanks
Passage on the Home (Colossians 3:18-4:1):
1. Wives and Husbands
2. Children
3. Workers

Colossians

The Person and Work of Christ
1:13-2:3
Person
God’s dear Son (1:13)

Work
Delivered us from the power of darkness, and
translated us into the kingdom (1:13)

Who is the image of the Invisible God, the
ﬁrstborn of every creature (1:15)

Redeemed us through His blood, even the
forgiveness of sins (1:14)

He is before all things (1:17)

All things were created by Him and for Him (1:16)
By Him all things consist (1:17)

The head of the body, the church; ﬁrstborn of the
dead; the Beginning, the Preeminent One (1:18)
In Him should all fullness dwell (1:19)

Made peace through the blood of His cross to
reconcile all things to himself (1:20)

His body is the church (1:24)

He hath reconciled enemies, wicked, and alienated
(1:21)

The mystery which hath been hid from ages
(1:25)

Present you holy, unblameable, and unreprovable in
His sight (1:22)

Christ in you, the hope of glory (1:27)

In Whom are hid all the treasures of knowledge and
wisdom (2:3)

No one knows when Colosse was founded. As early as the time of Xerxes of Persia (485–465 B.C.), it
was a thriving community. Herodotus, a Greek historian, said it was a “great city of Phrygia” in 480 B.C.
No doubt its early greatness came in part from its location. Colosse sat on the main East-West road
from Ephesus to the East, at the entrance to a pass in the Cadmus range of mountains. In this location,
westbound travelers came to it ﬁrst when they entered the Lycus valley. Travelers, such as Paul and his
company, traversed this same road from Antioch (Syria) to Tarsus, through the Cilician Gates on to Derbe,
Lystra, Iconium, and Colosse. They could continue westward to Laodicea and 100 miles to Ephesus and
possibly 1000–1200 land miles to Rome.
The location of Colosse provided the resources to make the city great. The Lycus River ran through the
valley. The river was a branch of the Maeander River and became known as the Little Maeander. The area
suﬀered frequent earthquakes, one of which did severe damage to Laodicea and Hierapolis, neighboring
cities, in the year A.D. 60. No doubt Colosse suﬀered as well. The beautiful valley had lush pastures for
grazing sheep. The abundance of wool supported a ﬂourishing garment industry. One of the branches
of the Lycus River left chalk deposits that were useful for dyeing cloth. The valley prospered from both
ranching and industry.
By the time of the apostle Paul, Colosse’s importance had waned. Strabo, about twenty years before Paul,
called the city a “small town.” The two neighboring cities eclipsed Colosse. Laodicea, mentioned in Col

4:15–16, was most prominent. The Romans made Asia a province in 190 B.C. and selected Laodicea as a
conventus, the capital of a district of twenty-ﬁve towns. The Romans also changed the road system, and
Laodicea became an important junction of the East-West highway and four other roads. This meant it was
ideally suited for commerce, banking, and general prosperity (Rev 3:14–22).
Hierapolis almost equally eclipsed Colosse. Located about six miles from Laodicea, it formed the third
member of the triangle. Paul mentioned that a joint venture of churches in these three cities supported
Epaphras in his ministry to Paul; that was entirely feasible, given the geographical and cultural intercourse
among them (Col 4:13). Hierapolis was noted for its mineral baths. One of the hot wells, the Plutonium,
issued a deadly vapor. Superstitions about it abounded, and many temples of various sorts surrounded
this city. By the time of Paul, therefore, for commercial interests one went to Laodicea; for luxury and
pleasure, to Hierapolis.
The cities had a mixed population. The natives were Phrygian. Because of the military and commercial
heritage of the valley, however, Greeks may have settled in the area during the Greek period of dominance.
To this were added Jews of the Diaspora, Romans involved in politics, and various ethnic groups drawn
by commercial interests. The exact population mixture of Colosse during this time is unknown. From the
epistle, both Jews and Gentiles lived there and became part of the church.
Melick, R. R. (2001). Vol. 32: Philippians, Colissians, Philemon (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The
New American Commentary (162–163). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.

Notes

Book:
Theme:

1 Thessalonians
Stay on Target

Information
This “One Thistle and Onion” are trying desperately to do one thing: Stay On (the) Target! You guessed
it! That is the Keyword and theme of 1 Thessalonians (One Thistle Onion). Now when you hear this New
Testament book discussed, you’ll be on target with the theme and Keyword at hand. The relationship
between Paul and the believers at Thessalonica was like a father with his children—encouraging,
comforting, urging them to live lives pleasing to God. The faith, steadfastness, service, and joy of these
believers were reasons for commendation by Paul. And he urges them to stay the course—to stay on
target! In order to alleviate fears that those who died as believers would not participate in Christ’s
parousia, or return, he clariﬁes matters concerning the Day of the Lord. He sets their sanctiﬁcation before
them as their goal until Christ returns.

1 Thessalonians

Jesus is
coming again

KEY VERSES
1 Thessalonians 4:16a,

AUTHOR
Paul (1:1)

For the Lord Himself shall descend from Heaven...

DATE
Around 52 AD

DISTINCTIVE POINTS

ADDRESSEE
Church at Thessalonica

- It does not have the usual abundance of doctrine
for a typical Pauline letter

- There are no OT quotes in this book.

- It is more informal than a typical Pauline letter

PLACE WRITTEN
Probably from Corinth
OCCASION
1. Paul had been hindered from visiting them
2. So he sent Timothy to comfort and stablish them
3. Timothy brought back a report
MAIN PURPOSE
To correct misconceptions and misapprehensions
about the coming of Christ
OUTLINE
Introduction 1:1-2
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.

Salvation
1
A. Hope of new converts

1:10

Service
2
A. Hope of faithful servants

2:19-20

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
Brethren
Sanctiﬁcation
Coming
Gospel

17x

OTHER REMARKS
Greatest Passage on Rapture:
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
1. The word rapture comes from a Latin
word meaning “to snatch away...”
2. Compare this passage with Revelation 4:1
a. Trump
b. Voice
c. Shout
d. Catching up
3. Two phases of His Coming

Sanctiﬁcation
3
A. Hope of growing Christians

3:13

Sorrow
4
A. Hope of suﬀering saints

4:17-18

Seriousness
5
A. Hope of diligent Christians

5:23

4. The terminology of being “asleep”
a. It is harmless
b. It comes as a relief
c. When you lie down, you plan to get
up later
d. The ease of being awakened
e. Reﬁts you for the duties of tomorrow

The Two Phases
Of the Second Coming of Christ
First Phase (Rapture)
Christ comes to claim His bride

Second Phase (Advent)
Christ comes with His bride

Christ comes in the air (I Thessalonians 4:16)

Christ comes to the earth (Zech 14:4)

Tribulation begins (7 years)

Millennium begins (1,000 years)

Imminent

Many signs precede it

Message of comfort

Message of Judgment

Church in view

Israel in view

Believers judged

Jews and nations judged

Christians aﬀected

All people aﬀected

Church delivered and taken into the Lord’s Presence

Israel delivered and taken into the Kingdom

Basically a mystery

Predicted repeatedly in Old and New Testaments

Thessalonica -

Chief city of Macedonia and the seat of Roman administration in the century before Christ.
In addition to a magniﬁcent harbor Thessalonica had the good fortune of being located on
the overland route from Italy to the East. This famous highway, called the Egnatian Way,
ran directly through the city. Two Roman arches, the Vardar Gate and the Arch of Galerius,
marked the western and eastern boundaries.
Elwell, W. A., & Beitzel, B. J. (1988). Baker encyclopedia of the Bible (2056). Grand Rapids,
Mich.: Baker Book House.

Notes

Book:
Theme:

2 Thessalonians
Work While You Wait

Information
This time it’s “Two Thistles Onions!” And the farmer is working while he weighs! When you hear the
name 2 Thessalonians, the picture of Two Thistles Onions is going to remind you of the Keyword—Work
While You Wait—which was Paul’s message in this letter. A tranquil church today may be a struggling
church tomorrow. Such is the reality of spiritual growth, especially for new believers. Paul, following
his commendatory letter to Thessalonica, in this letter responds to bad reports. False teachers have
convinced the believers that the “day of Christ” has already occurred, and idleness and laziness were
becoming a problem. His fatherly calm in the ﬁrst letter is replaced by apostolic authority: If anyone
doesn’t work, neither will they eat, i.e., work while you wait (3:10)! A review of what transpires before the
day of Christ’s return is followed by exhortations to be patient and to withdraw from disruptive elements
in the church.

2 Thessalonians

He has not
come yet

AUTHOR
Paul (1:1)

KEY VERSES
2 Thessalonians 2:15,

DATE
Around end of 52 AD

Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the
traditions which ye have been taught, whether by
word, or our epistle.

DISTINCTIVE POINTS

ADDRESSEE
Church at Thessalonica

2 Thessalonians is the second prescription for the
same illness because stubborn symptoms had not
yielded to the strong medicine of 1 Thessalonians.

PLACE WRITTEN
Probably from Corinth

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES

OCCASION
They had evidently received a forged letter that said
their persecution was the tribulation. (2:1-2)
MAIN PURPOSE
1. To point out the error that Christians would not be
in the tribulation
2. To teach their present course of action (3:5-6)

Introduction: 1:1-2
Before the Rapture
Persecution

1:3-12

II. Before the Revelation
Anti-Christ

2:1-17

III. Living Now

3:1-15

Closing 3:16-18

OTHER REMARKS
Greatest Picture of Antichrist:
2 Thessalonians 2
1. As Jesus is to God the Father, so the
Antichrist is to Satan.
2. His names include:
Man of Sin
Wicked One
Son of Perdition

OUTLINE
Waiting for the Lord’s Return
I.

Lord
Revelation or Revealed
Lawlessness

3. His Ending
See 2 Thess 2:8 and Rev 20:10

“The blood of the martyrs is the seed of
the church,” wrote the Latin church father
Tertullian; and history proves that it is true. A
devoted Chinese Christian said, “The suﬀering
in China has multiplied the blessings because
it has puriﬁed the church.” The Thessalonian
Christians had a reputation for growing faith,
abounding hope, and radiant love (1 Thes. 1:3);
and their diﬃcult experiences were causing
their faith, hope, and love to grow.” - Warren
Wiersbe

Notes

Book:
Theme:

1 Timothy
Leadership Manual

Information
Here’s a species of moth you’ve not seen before—a “Tie Moth!” This “One Tie Moth” (1 Timothy) is leading
his young protégés in the charge. And what’s he leading them with? A leadership Manual, the Keyword
of 1 Timothy (One Tie Moth). Now, when you hear 1 Timothy you’ll recall this book’s Keyword, since this
letter was a Leadership Manual from Paul to Timothy. As the apostles planted new churches, the need
for leadership became paramount. One of Paul’s protégés was Timothy, to whom he wrote this letter
when Timothy was in Ephesus overseeing the church. Knowing how to conduct oneself in the house of
God (3:15) is the goal for Timothy. This means not only developing his own life as a young leader, but
the appointment of other godly leaders to keep the church free from destructive doctrinal heresies. This
practical letter has served as the “leadership manual” for myriads of local churches since.

1 Timothy
AUTHOR
Paul (1:1)

KEY VERSES
1 Timothy 3:14-16, These things write I unto thee,
hoping to come unto thee shortly: But is I tarry long,
that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave
thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. And
without controversy great is the mystery of godliness:
God was manifest in the ﬂesh, justiﬁed in the Spirit,
seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed
on in the world, received up into glory.

DATE
The late 50’s
ADDRESSEE
Timothy (1:2)
PLACE WRITTEN
Possibly Macedonia
OCCASION
There were diﬃculties in a church that was the
inﬂuence over many other churches
MAIN PURPOSE
1. To help Timothy
2. To help Church at Ephesus
OUTLINE
I.

II.

Charge Given to Timothy (1)
A. Teach Sound Doctrine
Belief determines behavior.
B. You need Grace in this warfare

1:1-11
1:12-20

Speciﬁc Instructions for Timothy (2-6)
A. Public Worship
2
B. Instructions for Church oﬃces 3
1. Pastors
3:1-7
2. Deacons
3:8-13
C. False Teachers
4
D. Elders, Servants, Widows
5
E. Final Insructions
6

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
Godliness (8)
Doctrine (8)
Faithful (5)

Godliness and
Pastoral

Teach (6)
Charge (6)

This is a faithful saying
1:15 Salvation; 3:1 Service; 4:9 Spiritual Strength

I Tim 3:15 is key to Pastoral Epistles. These Epistles
explained how to behave in the church of the
Living God. Paul was telling him that there may be
controversies, but there was not a controversy about
the truth we believe described in 3:16. A mystery
is something in past that was a puzzle but now is in
perfect clarity. God was:
Visible in the Flesh
Vindicated in the Spirit
Viewed by the Angels
Voiced to the Nations
Victorious over Unbelief
Vested with Glory
He was to preach things that are without controversy

DISTINCTIVE POINTS
Speciﬁc Behavioral Instructions
1. Pastors
2. Deacons
3. Women
4. Servants
5. Masters
6. Rich

3:1-17
3:8-13
2:9-12; 5:14-15
6:1
6:2
6:17-20

OTHER REMARKS
The Heart of Paul
“My son” (1:2)
“Son, Timothy” (1:18)
“O Timothy” (6:20) “Man of God” (6:11)

Paul’s High Charges
Teach sound doctrine
Hold out your faith
Be blameless

Flee Follow Fight
Be not high-minded

Paul’s Special Charge
Deal with sin without partiallity - 5:20-21

Notes

Book:
Theme:

2 Timothy
Combat Manual

Information
What are these “Two Tie Moths” up to? They’re training a young bat (a “calm bat,” from all appearances!)
in the art of spiritual combat—and they’re using a Combat Manual! This is the Keyword and theme of
Paul’s second letter to Timothy. This book represents Paul’s last letter before his death at the hands of the
Romans. Written from a Roman prison to Timothy, it is an exhortation to be faithful and to persevere,
enduring hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ (2:3–4). Warning Timothy against coming apostasy in
the church, Paul reminds him of the central place of the Word of God. It is inspired by God for doctrine,
reproof, correction, and righteousness for the purpose of equipping the man of God for good works (3:14–
17). Paul knows his days are numbered (4:6), and that the Word of God must be Timothy’s combat manual
in the diﬃcult days ahead. Good advice for the church in any age.

2 Timothy

Faithfulness to
God’s Word

AUTHOR
Paul (1:1)

KEY VERSES
2 Timothy 3:16-17,

DATE
Around end of 62-63 AD

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
proﬁtable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: That the man of God
may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
works.

ADDRESSEE
Timothy, the dearly beloved son...

DISTINCTIVE POINTS
Best passage on the inspiration of Scripture. It is
proﬁtable for:
1. Salvation
2. Doctrine
3. Reproof
4. Correction
5. Instruction in Righteousness

PLACE WRITTEN
Rome
OCCASION
Paul is going to die soon
MAIN PURPOSE
1. To give Timothy ﬁnal instructions
2. To stir up his gift of God
3. To be strong and endure hardness
4. To study the Word
5. To be steadfast in the Scriptures

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
Suﬀer
Charge

OUTLINE
Faithful Service and Ministry of the Word
Greeting: 1:1-2
I. Foundation of Christian Service
A. Have no fear
B. Hold fast form of sound words

1:3-18
1:7
1:13

II. Before the Revelation
A. The Good Soldier
B. The Athlete
C. The Farmer
Faith, Work, and Patience

2
2:3-4
2:5
2:6

III. Perilous Times of the Last Days
A. Description of Last Days
B. Direction for Triumph

3
3:1-9
3:10-17

IV. Paul’s Farewell Address
A. His charge for Timothy
B. His Crowning Report
C. His Concerns Personally
Closing 4:19-22

4:1-18
4:1-5
4:6-8
4:9-18

Endure
Word (Scriptures)

OTHER REMARKS
Great Metaphor Chapter (2)
2 Thessalonians 2
1. Soldiers.
Disciplined in life
Obedient to the Commander
2. Athletes:
Hours of Sacriﬁce
Knowledge of rules
Adherance to the rules
3. Farmers
Faith
Work
Patience
Timothy, as a young man, was left by Paul to
pastor the people in Ephesus. While at times
he may have been timid, he boldly proclaimed
Christ in Ephesus, suﬀering a martyr’s death.

Notes

Book:
Theme:

Titus
Conduct Manual

Information
And now the third of Paul’s manuals to young church leaders. In this cartoon, we have a “con duck”
taking a try at the “Tie Toss” (Titus). He’s getting tips from a Conduct (con duck!) Manual, the Keyword
for the Book of Titus. So whenever you hear the name of this book—Titus—you’ll think of the “con
duck” and his Conduct Manual. Another protégé of Paul, a young pastor named Titus, is given the task
of organizing believers into a local church on the Mediterranean island of Crete. In light of the dubious
moral reputation of “Cretans,’ this was not an enviable task. But it does explain the emphases of the letter,
a conduct manual of sorts. Church leaders (elders and deacons) must be of the highest integrity, above
reproach in their character, loving leaders of their families, and able to preserve the spiritual purity of the
church. This last assignment would need apostolic authority behind it, which Paul’s letter provided for
Titus.

Titus

Setting in order
what is wanting

AUTHOR
Paul (1:1)

KEY VERSES
Titus 1:5,

DATE
Around 62 AD

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
proﬁtable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: That the man of God
may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
works.

ADDRESSEE
Titus, mine own son...

DISTINCTIVE POINTS

PLACE WRITTEN
Macedonia
OCCASION
1. Inconsistent Church members
2. Need for organizational instruction in harmony
MAIN PURPOSE
1. To help Titus superintend churches in Crete
2. Align living with belief
OUTLINE
Adorning the Doctrine of God
Greeting: 1:1-4
I. Church Leaders and False Teachers
A. Hold fast the faithful word
B. Rebuke sharply

1:5-16
1:9
1:11-13

II. Say truth that becomes sound doctrine 2
III. Good works of believers
A. Preparation for Good works
B. Pattern for Good works
C. Persistence of Good works

3
3:1-7
3:8-11
3:12-14

Titus is the twin epistle to 1 Timothy
Practice the Gospel (1Tim 6:20)
Preach the Gospel (2Tim 4:2)
Perform the Gospel (Titus 2:11-12)

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
Doctrine
Good works
Adorn - dress up your appearance and action

OTHER REMARKS
Titus 1:15-16
Unto the pure all things are pure: But unto them
that are deﬁled and unbelieving nothing is
pure. Even their mind and conscience is deﬁled.
They profess that they know God, but in works:
They denounce this, being abominable, and
disobedient unto every good work.
Reprobate
Worthless and Rejected
Here’s the profession
Held up by Good Workers
There are none
Only Deﬁling and Debasing
Only Unrest and Rebellion
Only Fleshly or Fidelity

Closing 3:15
Compare 1:10-13 with 2:14-3:2

Notes

Book:
Theme:

Philemon
Bondage to Brotherhood

Information
Check out this ﬁle of lemons coming out of jail. They’re excited—they’ve done their time and are being
set free. They’re going from Bondage to Brotherhood. Here’s something exciting as well: “File Lemon”
will remind you of Philemon, and it’s Keyword, Bondage to Brotherhood. Restitution by one who has
done wrong, and forgiveness by the one wronged, are the themes of this book. In Rome, Paul meets and
converts a young runaway slave named Onesimus, who has wronged his master Philemon and ﬂed to
Rome. Paul knows that Onesimus must return to his master Philemon in Colossae, and writes this brief
letter urging Philemon to accept Onesimus just as he would accept Paul himself (v. 17). Not even speaking
to the ethics of slavery itself, Paul shows that the bonds of Christ are stronger than those of human
servitude, as evidenced by Onesimus’ transition from bondage to brotherhood.

Philemon

Request for
Forgiveness

AUTHOR
Paul (1:1)

KEY VERSES
Philemon 9, 10, 18-19,

DATE
Around 61-62 AD

For love’s sake...
I Beseech thee...
I will repay...

DISTINCTIVE POINTS

ADDRESSEE
Philemon and the church in his house

- Philemon is the shortest of Paul’s epistles
- Every appeal is based on love between friends

PLACE WRITTEN
Roman Imprisonment

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
Love

OCCASION
1. A runaway slave had found Paul in Rome
2. Paul had led Onesimus to the Lord
MAIN PURPOSE
1. Paul was seeking reconciliation
2. Onesimus and Philemon were now brothers

4-7

II. Plea for Onesimus
8-16
A. I’ve led him to the Lord
B. He is proﬁtable
C. Receive him as a brother in Christ
III. Good works of believers
17-21
A. I will repay
B. I promise
C. I’ve written it with mine own hand
Closing 22-25

NOT
Authority

Command

OTHER REMARKS
Book pictures the Love of God
The Wonder of His Love
Interest in a runaway slave
The Way of His Love
Unconditional and relentless

OUTLINE
From Bondage to Brotherhood
Greeting: 1-3
I. Praise for Philemon
A. Love and faith
B. Compassion and hospitality
C. Great encourager

Beseech

The Witness of His Love
He will love you until He gets you
He will change you because He loves you
Little is known about Philemon. We have some
implications from Philemon 12 and Colossians
4:9 that he was a convert of Paul who lived in
Colossae.
It was in his house that a church had been
established. Paul considers him to be a faithful
man and fellow-worker.
This letter gives us insight on how Christians are
to treat others, regardless of their social status.

Notes

Book:
Theme:

Hebrews
Milk to Meat

Information
What is this ﬁrst-century Hebrew Christian up to? Why, it looks like “He Brews!” And what is he brewing?
Everything from Milk to Meat! That’s how you’ll always remember the theme and Keyword of this
important New Testament book. Hebrews (He Brews) is about going spiritually from Milk to Meat. The
author of this letter seeks to dissuade Hebrew Christian believers from reverting to Judaism as a means of
averting persecution for their new faith in Christ. His approach is to demonstrate how Christ is superior to
all parts of their old religion. Yet it was at the same time the foundation of His coming. But a foundation is
to be built upon, not lived in. To be persecuted for Christ is better than returning to an empty religion. He
warns them against turning back, and exhorts them to move even further ahead, going from milk to meat
in their quest for godliness. The deep message of this letter is for the church in every age.

Hebrews
AUTHOR
“Who wrote this epistle? In truth, God alone knows.”
Some argue for Apollos, Luke, Barnabas, Clement of
Rome, and even Peter.
I take the writer to be Paul.

KEY VERSES
Hebrews 4:14,
Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is
passed in to the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us
hold fast our profession.

DISTINCTIVE POINTS

DATE
Cannot date conclusively
ADDRESSEE
Jewish communities with believers and unbelievers
PLACE WRITTEN
Italy (Rome?) - See 13:24
OCCASION
In the midst of Nero’s persecution (64 AD) and the
impending destruction of the nation (70 AD), many
voices were being raised to advocate returning back to
Judaism. If the synagogues became Jewish, they would
be safe since Judaism was a legal religion in Roman.
Away from Jerusalem, it was safer to be a Jew than to be
a Christian.
MAIN PURPOSE
1. To rekindle a dampening ﬂame
2. To exhort believers to follow Christ
3. To motivate believers by demonstrating how great
Christ is...
OUTLINE
Jesus Christ is better
I.

Go on
to Maturity

A Superior Person

1-6

II. Superior Instititutions

7-10

III. Superior Life
A. The deﬁnition of faith
B. The discipline of faith
C. The destination of faith

11-13
11
12
13

1. Hebrews is God’s divine commentary for Leviticus
2. 86 references to the Old Testament
3. These references add up to 100 OT verses
4. The portrait is Christ; the backdrop is the OT

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
Consider
Better / Perfect
Blood / Priest
Faith / Sacriﬁce
Great High Priest

OTHER REMARKS
Sometimes Hebrews is referred to as the 5th
gospel because it tells of:
1. Jesus’ ﬁnished work on earth
2. Jesus’ continuing work in Heaven
Jesus is better than:
1. Angels
2. Moses
3. Aaron
4. Melchizedek
5. Old Covenant
6. The Law

1:4
3:3
5:4
7:17
9:15
10:1

Five Warning Passages:
1. Don’t disregard salvation 2:3
2. Don’t doubt His suﬃciency 3:7-14
3. Don’t discredit His Son
5:11-6:20
4. Don’t despise His Spirit
10:26-39
5. Don’t disobey His summons 12:15-29

Notes

Book:
Theme:

James
The Faith Gauge

Information
Here’s our “J” again! And what’s he up to now? Looks like we’ve got a “J Aiming!” And when “J Aims”
(James) what does he aim for? The Faith Gauge, of course! He’s aiming to make his faith a strong faith, as
this letter of James counsels believers to do. This letter to Hebrew Christian believers is one of the earliest
penned in the young church. This fact, coupled with the author’s close relationship to Christ Himself
(probably His half-brother), makes it not surprising that it focuses on doing the faith. This is no letter of
theory. Rather, it’s a “faith-gauge.” It says that if faith is not evidenced by good works, it is a dead faith.
This sounds like Christ speaking to the Pharisees, doesn’t it? A living faith is one which is not defeated
by trials, is no respecter of persons, is a mirror of God’s Word, is a controller of the tongue, and displays
heavenly wisdom. And above all, it waits patiently, but actively, for the return of the Lord.

James

Faith for
Living

AUTHOR
James, the brother of Christ
(John 7:2-5; Acts 1:14; 1 Corinthians 15:7)

KEY VERSES
James 1:22,
But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving your own selves.

DATE
Around 40-45 AD

James 2:26,
For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith
without works is dead also.

ADDRESSEE
Twelve tribes scattered abroad

DISTINCTIVE POINTS
- James is practical and non-doctrinal
- It tells us how to live as Christians

PLACE WRITTEN
Roman Imprisonment
OCCASION
1. Saul of Tarsus had scattered the Church
2. James, as their pastor, felt an obligation to help
3. This book instructs them in practical living

THE INGREDIENTS OF A DAILY LIFE:
Thoughts
Words
Deeds
CONDUCT MORE THAN CREED!

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES

MAIN PURPOSE
1. Teach correct Christian behavior
2. Denounce salvation by works

Faith
Perfect
Lord (15 times)

OUTLINE
Faith that Works

Works
Fruit

OTHER REMARKS
The Apostle of Love
The Apostle of Faith
The Apostle of Hope
The Apostle of Good Works

John
Paul
Peter
James

Greeting: 1:1
I. Faith in Testing

1:2-18

II. Faith at Work
A. Doers of the Word
B. Treatment of People
C. Saving Faith
D. The Tongue
E. Division among believers

1:19-4:12
1:19-27
2:1-13
2:14-26
3:1-12
3:13-4:12

III. Faith and Future

4:13-5:12

Comparison with other Bible Books:
1. The Proverbs of the New Testament
2. The Sermon on the Mount of Epistles
3. The Amos of the New Testament
4. The Balance to Paul
Paul = justiﬁcation before God
James = justiﬁcation before men

IV. Faith and Christian Fellowship

5:13-20

James has 54 commands in 108 verses

Closing - There is no formal ending...

He speaks to them as brethren or beloved
brethren (a Pastor’s heart!)

Notes

Book:
Theme:

1 Peter
Pain with a Purpose

Information
Here we’ve got “One Pea and a Tear.” But don’t worry. Thankfully, this pain is with a porpoise (Pain With
a Purpose!). And this is the Keyword of 1 Peter. Peter writes to remind Christians that suﬀering has a
purpose. The apostle to the Jews writes a letter of encouragement to those persecuted Jewish believers
scattered throughout Asia Minor. The proper response to suﬀering becomes the theme of the epistle—
and their perspective will determine their response! First, don’t be surprised at suﬀering. Second,
count suﬀering as a way of sharing in the suﬀerings of Christ. Third, make sure your suﬀering is for
righteousness sake, not unrighteousness. There is no reward for suﬀering for sin! And ﬁnally, remember
that you do not suﬀer in vain—pain has a purpose! Believers are part of a royal priesthood, born into a
living hope, and our lives should reﬂect our royalty, even when suﬀering.

1 Peter

Trials and Hope
of His Return

AUTHOR
Peter (1:1)

KEY VERSES
1 Peter 5:7,
Casting all your care upon Him; for He careth for
you.

DATE
Around 64 AD

DISTINCTIVE POINTS

ADDRESSEE
Strangers that were scattered
PLACE WRITTEN
1 Peter 5:13 - Babylon
Some wonder if this was literal Babylon or a veiled
reference to Rome...
OCCASION
1. Nero is trying to stamp out Christianity
2. Paul has been beheaded
MAIN PURPOSE
1. To give hope in midst of persecution
2. To exhort them to stand in the Lord’s strength
3. To remind and refocus attention on 2nd Coming
OUTLINE
God’s Chosen People
I.

Faith in Testing

1:2-18

II. Faith at Work
A. Doers of the Word
B. Treatment of People
C. Saving Faith
D. The Tongue
E. Division among believers

1:19-4:12
1:19-27
2:1-13
2:14-26
3:1-12
3:13-4:12

III. Faith and Future

4:13-5:12

IV. Faith and Christian Fellowship

5:13-20

- Great section on husbands and wives (3:1-7)
- Great verse on devil (5:8)
- Great teaching on Bible (1:23-25)

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
Suﬀering
Trial
Joy
Hope

Grace
Glory
Holy
Will of God

The Second Coming
Revelation (1:13)
Shall appear (5:4)
Day of visitation (2:12) Glory revealed (4:13)

OTHER REMARKS
Christ’s Suﬀering:
1. 1:11
2. 2:21-23
3. 3:18
4. 4:1, 13
5. 5:1
Christian’s Suﬀering:
1. 2:19-20
2. 3:13-17
3. 4:1, 13, 15-19
4. 5:9-10
Other References to Suﬀering:
1. 1:6-7
2. 2:12
3. 3:13-16
4. 4:12-14

Notes

Book:
Theme:

2 Peter
Poison in the Pew

Information
Now we’ve got “Two Pea Tears.” But this time their tears are for a diﬀerent reason. Now it’s because there’s
Poison In the Pew. Peter’s second letter (Two Pea Tears) is to convey the message of the Keyword, that
false teachers are at times found in the church, making Poison In the Pew! Peter writes a second letter to
his original audience, but now on a theme even more serious than his ﬁrst letter. All Christians can expect
at times to be persecuted for their faith (the theme of 1 Peter). But when defection and false teaching, and
persecution as well, come from within the body of Christ, then a serious condition exits—poison in the
pew! Peter warns that judgment awaits those who teach falsely, and that believers must be on their guard
so as not to be led away by the error of wicked teachers (3:17). The basis for truth is the Scriptures which
have their origin in God, not in man, and therefore stand in authority over man (1:20–21).

2 Peter

True and False
Prophecy

AUTHOR
Peter (1:1)

KEY VERSES
2 Peter 1:16,

DATE
Around 67 AD

For we have not followed cunningly devised
fables, when we made known unto you the power
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were
eyewitnesses of His majesty.

ADDRESSEE
Christians of like precious faith

DISTINCTIVE POINTS
One of the two greatest statements in the Bible
about the Bible (2 Peter 1:20-21)

PLACE WRITTEN
Rome
OCCASION
He is preparing to die soon (1:13-14)

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
Know
Diligence
Prophet of Prophecy

MAIN PURPOSE
1. To expose false teachers
2. To warn against apostasy

Remembrance
Righteous
Knowing this ﬁrst

OTHER REMARKS
1 and 2 Peter in Comparison

OUTLINE
True and False Prophecy

I Peter
Emphasizes Suﬀering

2 Peter
Emphasizes false teaching

The Shame & Suﬀering
of Church

The glory to follow

1:16-21

Redemption Title:
Christ

Royal Title:
Lord

II. False Prophecy:
A. General statements
B. Law of Recompense
C. Description of Unrighteousness
D. Destruction of Unrighteousness

2
2:1-3
2:4-10
2:11-16
2:17-22

Consolation

Warning

Hope to Face
the Truth

Fuel knowledge
to Face Error

Learning & Knowing

Remembering &
Growing

III. True Prophecy: Delayed in Coming
A. Not slack
B. Not willing
C. Day is coming

3:1-16

Introduction
Greeting
The Man that knows God

1:1-2
1:3-15

I.

True Prophecy: Surety of Coming

Closing - 3:17-18

This epistle shows us a man who is much diﬀerent
than the Peter in the gospels. He has matured, is
exhibiting grace, and is leading people with the right
spirit. God’s grace has been at work!

Notes

Book:
Theme:

1 John
Fellowship Barometer

Information
This Scandinavian fellow is your key to remembering the theme of 1 John (he would pronounce it 1
Yawn, yah?) And what’s he checking out? Why it’s a Fellowship Barometer. 1 John provides a test of true
fellowship—with God and other believers. The writer of the Gospel of John in this letter follows the
example of Paul and confronts heresy head on. Gnosticism, a heretical belief denying the reality of Christ
and therefore salvation through Him, was emerging in John’s day. He exposes the false teachers and then
assures believers that their salvation in Christ is true and secure. John counters Gnosticism by saying that
sin does matter to God, and that it matters so much He has provided forgiveness and continual fellowship
for us even when we do sin. His letter serves as a “fellowship barometer” for who is truly walking in the
light—and who is not. Confession, fellowship, and love for the brethren summarize John’s message.

1 John

Fellowship of God
and His Children

AUTHOR
John, the son of Zebedee

KEY VERSES
1 John 1:7,
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship one with another, and the blood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

DATE
Around 90 AD
ADDRESSEE
Little children, believers, new converts, and the many
that he had led to Christ
PLACE WRITTEN
Ephesus (he was their pastor)
OCCASION
1. Concerned for stability of believers

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
Know
Love
Fellowship
Father, Son, Children
Darkness/Light
Spirit
Believe
Write / Written

MAIN PURPOSE
1. To have peace within (2:11)
2. To keep pollution without (4:1-3)
OUTLINE
Fellowship
I.

People of the Fellowship
A. Father
B. Son, Jesus Christ

DISTINCTIVE POINTS
Surety of Salvation
Sin
3:9, 5:18
World
2:15-17
Christians
3:14; 2:9-10
Commandments
2:3-4; 5:2-3
Conscience
3:19-21

1:1:4

II. Light of the Fellowship
A. Displays Path
B. Dispels Darkness

1:5-2:29

III. Faith and Future

4:13-5:12

IV. Faith and Christian Fellowship

5:13-20

OTHER REMARKS
Anti-Christ (2:18-29)
1. Deniers of Christ and His Deity
2. Need for the Unction / Anointing
3. Conﬁdence before God in wicked place
John has had the transforming work of God
in his life as well. He is no longer the “son of
thunder.” Now, he is the Apostle of Love. He
stands as the last remaining apostle taking a
strong stand with a sweet spirit.

Notes

Book:
Theme:

2 John
Bolt the Door

Information
Now we’re looking at the book of 2 John (2 Yawn, as they would say). And though these two are yawning,
they’re still alert enough to Bolt the Door, the Keyword of 2 John. It’s unwise to grow weary and not stay
spiritually alert to danger, as 2 John points out. First-century evangelists and teachers, traveling by foot
to spread the gospel, would usually ﬁnd hospitality in the homes of Christian families. But just as wheat
and tares appear similar until fruit is borne, heretical teachers could be hosted by unaware believers who
were not wise enough to know the diﬀerence. Therefore, John writes to remind Christians that deceivers
are traveling about and that Christians should not welcome them or take them into their house lest they
share in the wicked work of the false teacher (vv. 10–11). In our day, when false religious teachers have
multiplied dramatically—and often come in the name of Christ—“bolt the door” remains wise counsel for
the church.

2 John

Truth and the
Christian

AUTHOR
John, the son of Zebedee

KEY VERSES
2 John 2,
For the truth’s sake, which dwelleth in us, and
shall be with us forever.

DATE
Around 90 AD
ADDRESSEE
Elect Lady - a church and/or a woman with a church in
her house
PLACE WRITTEN
Ephesus (he was their pastor)

DISTINCTIVE POINTS
If we have truth in the person of Christ living
in us, we will walk and live after the truth
outwardly. (2-4)
MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
Truth
Love
Walk
Commandments
Abide

OCCASION
1. To exhort
2. To love one another
3. To walk in truth
MAIN PURPOSE
1. Remain true to calling
2. Remain true to doctrine
3. Remain true to fellowship

OTHER REMARKS
Because we love, we obey! (6)

OUTLINE
Fellowship

Because of carelessness, we may lose our
rewards! (8)

I.

Salutation

II. Walking in the Truth

Because we believe, we separate! (10)

1-3
4-6

III. Abiding in the Truth
7-11
a. To warn against false teachers
b. Prophecy against aiding false teachers
c. Accusation
IV. Conclusion

12-13

Notes

Book:
Theme:

3 John
Open the Door

Information
Now we have 3 John, pictured by this trio of 3 Yawns. These three fellows will help you remember
forever the Keyword of 3 John, which is Open the Door—to other believers in true hospitality. Gaius, the
trusted friend of the apostle John, has acted hospitably in receiving and supporting some teachers sent
to his church by John. John commends his love and faithfulness. However, Diotrephes, another leader
(apparently a false leader), is gossiping maliciously about the apostle John, refusing to welcome those
teachers sent by John. This false leader is going so far as to put out of the church anyone who shows
hospitality to John’s emissaries. John’s admonition to Gaius is not to follow in the steps of Diotrephes, but
to continue in the right way, opening the door to John’s teachers. John’s letter, while to Gaius, indirectly
warns Diotrephes that anyone who does what is evil has not seen God (v. 11).

3 John
AUTHOR
John, the son of Zebedee
DATE
Around 90 AD
ADDRESSEE
Gaius - probably a close friend of John
PLACE WRITTEN
Ephesus (he was their pastor)
OCCASION
Some had refused to receive messengers that were sent
from John
MAIN PURPOSE
To distinguish the types of people in a local assembly
including those who oppose the leadership.
OUTLINE
Fellowship
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.

Salutation
1
Christian’s relation to the Truth
2-4
Christian’s relation to other Christians 5-8
Christian’s relation to Good and Evil 9-12
Closing
13-14

Gaius, the recipient of this letter was probably a Gentile
Christian (suggested by his Greek name). He would
have been a member of one of the churches of Asia
Minor which John had adopted as his own after the
death of Paul.
Some connect this Gaius as one of Paul’s traveling
companions mentioned in the Pauline epistles. We
cannot be dogmatic here.

Spiritual Health
and Prosperity

KEY VERSES
3 John 4 and 11,
I have no greater joy than to hear that my
children walk in truth.
Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that
which is good. He that doeth good is of God: but
he that doeth evil hath not seen God
DISTINCTIVE POINTS
This is the shortest book of the NT (one line
shorter than 2 John).
Again, he emphasizes walking in the truth.
MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
Truth
Works
Walk
Witness
OTHER REMARKS
The Three Characters in the Book
Gaius (2-8)
Well-Beloved
Spiritually Prosperous
Walked in the Truth
Charity before the Church
Diotrephes (9-10)
Loves Preeminence
Inhospitable
Opposes Leadership
Malicious Works
Causes Division
Demetrius (12)
Good Report of All Men
Faithful to the Truth
Good Relationship & Leader

Notes

Book:
Theme:

Jude
Fight for the Faith

Information
This saint’s event—“Judo”—is brought to mind whenever you hear the Book of Jude mentioned. And this
judo contestant is giving his all because he’s in a Fight For the Faith. This is the Keyword of the little book
of Jude-ﬁghting for the faith against spiritual enemies. Jude, the brother of James and half-brother of the
Lord, here writes a passionate letter urging his readers to ﬁght for the faith. In language reminiscent of
Jesus’ discourse in Matthew 23, Jude condemns the outsiders as heretics set on dividing the church. He
promises that God has not been slow about judging similar ones in the past and will surely judge these
evil doers. The believer’s response? Build yourself up, pray in the Holy Spirit, remain in God’s love while
waiting for Christ’s return. Without judging, reach out to those who may be wavering in the faith. Snatch
from the ﬁre any who have fallen, and show mercy to all.

Jude

Contending for
the Faith

AUTHOR
Jude, the half-brother of Jesus and brother of James
DATE
Around 67-68 AD
ADDRESSEE
Jewish churches of Asia Minor

KEY VERSES
Jude 3 and 21,
Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto
you of the common salvation, it was needful for
me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye
should earnestly contend for the faith which was
once delivered unto the saints.

PLACE WRITTEN
Asia Minor (where he was ministering)

Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal
life.

OCCASION
1. Gross immorality
2. Rejection of the Lordship of Christ
3. Apostasy

DISTINCTIVE POINTS
The ungodly and their retribution
- God does not overlook sin among His people

MAIN PURPOSE
To contend for the faith that had been once delivered.
OUTLINE
The Acts of the Apostates
I. Faith Delivered
II. Filthy Dreamers
a. Unbelieving Jews
b. Fallen Angels
c. Sodomites
d. Cain
e. Korah

1-3
4-11

III. Forthright Denunciation
IV. Fearless Declaration
V. Foundational Details
a. Enoch

12-13
14-19
20-23

CONCLUSION

24-25

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
Ungodly
Remember
Judgment
OTHER REMARKS
Old Testament References
1. Israelites (5) to Numbers 13-14
2. Fallen Angels (6) to II Peter 2:4
3. Sodom & Gomorrah (7) to Genesis 18-19
4. Cain (11) to Genesis 4
5. Balaam (11) to Numbers 22-24
6. Korah (11) to Numbers 16
7. Enoch (14) to Genesis 5:18-24

Notes

Book:
Theme:

Revelation
Coming Events

Information
We’ve put the Keyword for Revelation on a stand so you can’t miss it. This saint, by pulling back the curtain
of time, is enjoying a “Revelation” of Coming Events, just as you can when you read this book. The aging
apostle John, towards the end of the ﬁrst century, writes to encourage the churches to purify themselves
and to stand ﬁrm against coming persecution. Roman emporer worship was becoming a critical issue as
believers were threatened with death for unwillingness to submit. John warns that terrible and dark days
were ahead for the church, and that believers must remain steadfast until the glorious return of Christ.
Judgment would come with Him, and by the sword of His Word all scales would be made to balance. The
beautiful picture of the returning Lord, and the heavenly Jerusalem as the eternal abode of the church, are
painted in words which gave hope to the church then, and the church today as well.

Revelation
AUTHOR
John (the only book in which he names himself )
DATE
Around 95 AD
ADDRESSEE
Seven churches of Asia Minor

Uncovering the glory
of Jesus Christ

KEY VERSES
Revelation 1:19,
Write the things which thou hast seen, and the
things which are, and the things which shall be
hereafter.
DISTINCTIVE POINTS
Pre-Tribulational Rapture Position
Rev 4:1 can cross-reference with 1 Th 4:13-17.
The church is present in chapters 1-3 and 19-22,
but is missing in chapters 4-18.

PLACE WRITTEN
Isle of Patmos
OCCASION
1. John in Exile
2. John in Spirit

Literal Millennium
Revelation 20 - a 1000 year reign is mentioned

MAIN PURPOSE
1. To describe crucial events (Great White Throne)
2. To portray large movements in world history
3. To teach us trust in God’s sovereign plans

MAIN WORDS AND PHRASES
Lamb (29x)
Throne (44x)

OUTLINE
The Revelation of Jesus Christ
I.

Things thou hast seen
1
A. Christ in His Glory
B. Christ in the midst of the Churches
C. Stars and Candlesticks

II. Things which are
2-3
A. Seven Churches of Seven Letters
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira,
Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea
III. Things which shall be hereafter
A. Tribulation
B. Marriage of the Lamb
C. Millennium
D. Great White Throne
E. New Heaven and New Earth

4-22
4-18
19
20
21
22

Doxology
Ev en so come, Lord Jesus

22:18-20

OTHER REMARKS
The Number Seven
1. Seven Churches
2. Seven Letters
3. Seven Seals
4. Seven Trumpets
5. Seven Bowls
Main and Important Characters
1. The Lamb is Christ
2. The Two Witnesses
(Prob Moses and Elijah)
3. The Woman (Israel) and Dragon (Satan)
4. The Harlot is a Prostituted Religion

Notes

Notes

